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Mission Statement
Bishop Garrigan Schools are dedicated to providing 
quality, parish supported, value centered Catholic 
education to students and families of north central 
Iowa. We seek to achieve a balance between Christian 
social conscience and academic excellence through 
a combination of belief in God, service to our fellow 
human beings, intellectual preparation, and physical 
development.

2013-2014 Facts & Figures
Total Enrollment: 560

Total Budget: $3,019,000

Endowment portfolio over $3,000,000

Per pupil cost of $5,400
 30% family tuition payments
 50.5% corporate parish investments
 4.5% non-corporate parish investments
 15% development or other resources

Student to teacher ratio of 10:1

Updated facilities and technology

Academic, athletic, and activity excellence at the local, 
state and national levels

99% of students are involved in at least two school 
activities

Academic excellence in a community grounded in faith

Emphasis on moral development and service to others

Daily prayer a central part of classes and activities

A welcoming atmosphere for students of all 
denominations

98% of graduates pursue post-secondary education

College scholarship portfolio estimated at $11,000,000

Estimated $250,000 in local scholarships distributed 
annually
$200,000 in college-specific scholarships awarded 
annually

For many families, sending their children to 
a Catholic school is a priority, regardless of 
financial challenges. Fortunately, at Bishop 
Garrigan Schools, we have several options 
to lessen the financial load for our families. 
It is our policy students will not be denied 
an education because of inability to make 
tuition payments.

Early Childhood Tuition Rates
 Age  Days/Week  Tuition

 3-Year Olds  2 Half-Days $600

 4-Year Olds  4 Half-Days  State Funded

 Den (4-Year Olds)  4 Half-Days  $1,350

 Den (4-Year Olds) 4 Half-Days  $1,900
  and 1 Full-Day

Tuition Rates for 2014-2015

 $980  $464  $1,444

 $1,890  $774  $2,644

 $2,015  $774  $2,789

 $2,115  $774  $2,889

 $2,505  $774  $3,279

Grade
Levels

K Prep

K

1 - 4

5 - 8

9 - 12

Tuition Paid
by Family

Tuition Paid
by Parish 
Support

Total 
Annual 
Tuition



Continuing the TrAdITION, expanding the vISION.

The Monsignor Lafferty Tuition 
Foundation (MLTF) 
Now in its 8th year, MLTF provided over $175,000 in 
tuition assistance this year to 162 families at Bishop 
Garrigan Schools. In the coming 2014-15 school year, 
$190,000 in assistance will be available to families 
whose income is at or below the income guidelines 
(currently $70,650 for a family of four). Typical awards 
range from $250 to $1,600 per student. The 
application deadline is April 2, 2014. More information 
is available at www.scdiosese.org.

Bishop’s Education Fund
The Bishop’s Education Fund was created specifically 
for those families who do not qualify for tuition 
assistance via MLTF, but are still in need of financial 
support to continue their child’s Catholic education. 
Families whose income meets the guidelines 
(currently $94,200 for a family of four) are eligible to 
receive $250 per student. The same application form 
is used for both MLTF and the Bishop’s Education 
Fund. We strongly encourage all families to apply for 
these programs.

Iowa Tuition Tax Credit
The state of Iowa has implemented several tax credits 
that provide families with options when it
comes to educating their children in the school of their 
choice, regardless of the families’ income
levels. Families can claim $250 per student in tax 
credit for tuition and fees.

BGS Scrip Program
The Scrip program at Bishop Garrigan is one of 
the most successful programs of its type. Through 
the purchase of gift cards, which can be used 
for everyday purchases, families receive a credit 
toward their tuition in the amount of 2% – 20% 
of the card value. Parents, grandparents, and 
friends can all purchase gift cards that qualify 
for tuition rebates. From gas and groceries, to 
department stores, salons, restaurants, building 
supply stores, car dealers, and more …there are 
over 1000 available scrip vendors. Bishop Garrigan 
is especially fortunate to have a high rate of 
participation from local merchants.

Tuition rebates can average $500 annually, 
depending on the family’s participation. Rebates as 
high as $800 were distributed this year.

Local Tuition Assistance
Several funds are available for tuition assistance 
locally. These funds are awarded based on 
financial need. Additionally, work study is available 
to families based on need. With these options 
to assist your family, it is the intent of Bishop 
Garrigan Schools that financial need should not 
be a factor in your choice for a Catholic education. 
We encourage you to contact junior/senior high 
principal Christy Peterson, elementary principal 
Kristie Hough, or BGS president Lynn Miller to 
discuss the needs of your family.

A Note from 
the President.

As president of the 
Bishop Garrigan family, 
I would like to personally 
invite you to come take a 
look at our school.

The following information is a snapshot 
of the many diverse offerings we have 
at Bishop Garrigan. We believe the 
Bishop Garrigan family spirit is one 
of excellence, encouraging all of our 
students to fully develop the gifts and 
talents with which they have been 
blessed. This requires a full and varied 
program of academics and co-curricular 
activities, as well as a staff of outstanding 
teacher, coaches and moderators to 
bring out the best in the students 
with whom they work each day. The 
information in this brochure reflects 
our commitment to making Catholic 
education accessible and affordable for 
all those who seek it.

I look forward to meeting with you. May 
the Lord bless and keep you.

Lynn Miller
President, Bishop Garrigan Schools


