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Play-Offs 
 
Toss-Up Round 
 
 
Question 1 

It’s well known that Jesus walked on water, but he’s not the only one to do so.  For ten points, in the Gospel of 

Matthew, who else walks on water, before getting scared and falling in? 

 ANSWER:  Peter 

 

 

Question 2 

What is the value of coins that are thrown into the trash each year in America?  For ten points is it closest to $6 

million, $60 million, $600 million, or $6 billion? 

 ANSWER:  $60 million  (the estimate is actually $61.8 million) 

 

 

Question 3 

This physical quantity is the product of mas and velocity.  For ten points, name this quantity which is defined as 

the impetus gained by a moving object. 

 ANSWER:  momentum 

 

 

Question 4 

Scientists at the University of Chicago have done definitive research into an old wives’ tale.  For ten points, 

according to their research, does it take fewer muscles to smile than to frown, fewer muscles to frown than to 

smile, or exactly the same number of muscles to smile and frown? 

 ANSWER:  it takes fewer muscles to frown than to smile  

   (the opposite of the old wives’ tale) 

 



 

Question 5 

In the 1854 Ostend Manifesto, the United States proposed purchasing this country from Spain, but the 

purchase never came about.  For ten points, name this country that was the site of the Battle of San Juan Hill. 

 ANSWER:  Cuba 

 

 

Question 6 

The ancient Greeks divided this unit of length into sixteen digits.  In medieval Europe its length varied from 

place to place and trade to trade and could be anywhere from 250 to 350 millimeters.  Today the United States 

is the only nation in the world that still commonly uses this unit of measure, which is legally defined to be 

0.3048 meters.  For ten points, name it. 

 ANSWER:  foot 

 

 

Question 7 

This TV show debuted on ABC in 2009.  Its style is considered a “mockumentary sitcom”.  For ten points name 

this show that follows the lives of Jay Pritchett and his family. 

 ANSWER:  Modern Family 

 

 

Question 8 

In the 2016 NFL season, a rookie successfully replaced a veteran as the Dallas Cowboys’ starting quarterback.  

For ten points, tell me who replaced whom. 

 ANSWER:  Rayne Dakota “Dak” Prescott replaced Tony Romo 

 

 

Question 9 

For ten points, give the stage name of the British actress who was the wife of Laurence Olivier and starred as 

Scarlett O’Hara in Gone with the Wind. 

 ANSWER:  Vivien Leigh  (who was born as Vivian Mary Hartley) 

 

 

Question 10 

For ten points, what is the greatest common factor of 90 and 111? 

 ANSWER:  3 

 

 



 

Question 11 

Members of this branch of Christianity include John Adams and John Quincy Adams.  For ten points, name this 

movement, the core belief of which is that God is a single entity, as opposed to a Trinity. 

 ANSWER:  Unitarian(ism) 

 

 

Question 12 

Some of the oldest surviving Biblical texts in the world were discovered in 1946.  For ten points these scrolls 

were discovered near what body of water on the border of Jordan and Israel? 

 ANSWER:  Dead Sea 

 

 

Question 13 

In June 2017 the publishers of this magazine issued a cease and desist order against the Trump Corporation 

after it was discovered that for nearly ten years all of Trump’s golf resorts had displayed fake copies of the 

magazine that showed Donald Trump on the cover.  For ten points, name this news magazine. 

 ANSWER:  Time 

 

 

Question 14 

Given the number of children who suck on crayons, it’s not surprising that Crayola recently added a question to 

their F.A.Q. about whether their crayons fit this characteristic.  The answer was that they do not, because the 

steric acid used in crayons is derived from animal sources.  For ten points, name this type of diet that includes 

nothing that is animal-based. 

 ANSWER:  vegan(ism) … Do not accept “vegetarian”. 

 

 

Question 15 

Today the highway from Gallup, New Mexico to Monticello, Utah is called U.S. highway 491.  It was 

renumbered in 2003, following a great deal of controversy.  Even after the renumbering it remains one of the 

most dangerous highways in America, but it can no longer be called “the Devil’s Highway”.  For ten points, 

what was the former number of route 491?  

 ANSWER:  U.S. highway 666 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 16 

Arthur Miller won the Pulitzer Prize for this 1949 play.  For ten points, name this play whose characters include 

Happy, Biff, Howard Wagner, and Willy Loman. 

 ANSWER:  Death of a Salesman 

 

 

Question 17 

For ten points, in July 2017 what celebrity was banned from performing in China because of “past and present 

bad behavior”? 

 ANSWER:  Justin Bieber 

 

 

Question 18 

For ten points, spell the name of the policy of institutionalized racial segregation that was in place in South 

Africa between 1949 and 1991. 

 ANSWER:  A – P – A – R – T – H – E – I – D  

 

 

Question 19 

He is the only U.S. President buried in Washington, D.C.  He is primarily known by his middle name rather than 

his first name.  For ten points, name this President who won the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in establishing 

the League of Nations. 

 ANSWER:  Thomas Woodrow Wilson 

 

 

Question 20 

The founder of Vassar College earned his fortune by making this beverage, and the United States helped 

finance the Civil War by placing a tax on this beverage.  For ten points, name this beverage, which was first 

made around the year 6,000 B.C. and is the third most consumed liquid on earth after water and tea. 

 ANSWER:  beer 

 

 

Question 21 

For ten points, what was the primary occupation of patriot Paul Revere? 

 ANSWER:  silversmith   

 

 



 

Question 22 

A FICO (FYE-co) score can range anywhere from 300 to 850.  For ten points, what is theoretically measured 

by a FICO score?   

 ANSWER:  credit (worthiness) 

 

 

Question 23 

Following the violence in Charlottesville, Virginia in August 2017, a tweet by former President Obama went 

viral—with more than 2½ million “likes” and more than a million re-tweets.  The tweet included the quote “No 

one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or his background or religion.”   For ten 

points, these words were first said by what other head of state? 

 ANSWER:  Nelson Mandela 

 

 

Question 24 

In his 1941 State of the Union speech, Franklin Roosevelt outlined four freedoms that should be universally 

acknowledged throughout the world.  Two of these are freedom of speech and freedom of worship.  The other 

two are freedom from two specific things.  For ten points name either of the others among FDR’s four 

freedoms. 

  ANSWER:  freedom from fear  OR  freedom from want 

 

 

Question 25 

For the next four years this landmark will be silent as restoration works take place.  For ten points, name this 

famous attraction which is housed in the Queen Elizabeth Tower. 

 ANSWER:  Big Ben 

 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

John Deacon played bass for this British band.  Brian May played guitar, and Roger Taylor played drums.  In 

terms of global sales and concert attendance, they were the second most popular British band of all time.  For 

ten points name this rock group that is best known for its front-man, pianist and vocalist Freddie Mercury. 

 ANSWER:  Queen 

 

Bonus 26 

The 89th Academy Awards were presented February 26, 2017.  For five points each, tell who or what won each 

of these Oscars in 2017. 

 Part 1 

 Best Picture, the first film with a black director to win that honor 

  ANSWER:  Moonlight 

 Part 2 

 Best Actor, for Manchester by the Sea 

  ANSWER:  Casey Affleck  (prompt for more information on “Affleck”) 

 Part 3 

 Best Actress, for La-La Land 

  ANSWER:  Emma Stone 

 Part 4 

 Best Original Song, from La-La Land 

  ANSWER:  “City of Stars” 

 Part 5 

 The Best Documentary Feature award went to ESPN Films for Made in America, a profile of whom? 

  ANSWER:  O.J. Simpson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 27 

In 2017 the Republic of Yemen had an outbreak of this disease which began when the sewers stopped 

functioning after airstrikes in the capital city, Sana’a.  Symptoms of this disease include vomiting, severe 

diarrhea, muscle cramps, and cold bluish skin.  For ten points, name this disease, which was also endemic 

following the 2010 earthquake and tsunami in Haiti. 

 ANSWER:  cholera 

 

Bonus 27 

New York City includes five boroughs:  Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Staten Island.  For five 

points each, tell in which of the New York boroughs you would find each of these things. 

 Part 1 

 Coney Island and Barclay’s Center 

  ANSWER:  Brooklyn 

 Part 2 

 John F. Kennedy International Airport and the U.S. Tennis Center 

  ANSWER:  Queens 

 Part 3 

 Yankee Stadium and the Edgar Allen Poe House 

  ANSWER:   the Bronx 

 Part 4 

 Richmond Town Restoration and the southern terminal of America’s most popular passenger ferry 

  ANSWER:   Staten Island 

 Part 4 

 Columbia University and Grand Central Terminal 

  ANSWER:   Manhattan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 28 

Since the inauguration of Donald Trump, ratings for this woman’s news show have soared.  Her program is 

now the highest rated program on cable news.  For ten points, name this liberal woman, one of the main 

anchors on MSNBC. 

 ANSWER:  Rachel Maddow 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, answer these questions about the U.S. nickel. 

 Part 1 

 From 1938 to 2003 and again from 2006 to present, what building was on the back of the nickel? 

  ANSWER:  Monticello 

 Part 2 

 In 2004 the back of some nickels was changed to commemorate the largest expansion of U.S. territory 

in history, which happened in 1803.  Name that expansion. 

  ANSWER:  Louisiana Purchase 

 Part 3 

 In 2004 the back of some nickels was changed to honor the expedition of what two explorers between 

1804 and 1806? 

  ANSWER:  Merriweather Lewis AND Lewis Clark 

 Part 4 

 The back of some 2005 nickels features what animal, that was previously featured on the nickel before 

1938, 

  ANSWER:   buffalo  OR  bison 

 Part 5 

 What is the primary metal used in American nickels? 

  ANSWER:   copper 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 29 

There are three nations on the North American continent where English is spoken by the majority of people in 

the country.  For ten points, name all three of those countries. 

 ANSWER:  United States, Canada, AND Belize 

 

Bonus 29 

For five points each, answer these questions about Presidential pets. 

 Part 1 

 Which U.S. President had a dog named Buddy and a cat named Socks? 

  ANSWER:  Bill Clinton 

 Part 2 

 Years before becoming President, Richard Nixon gave a famous speech about a dog named what? 

  ANSWER:  Checkers 

 Part 3 

 Which President had a cat named Dixie that he said was “smarter than my whole cabinet”? 

  ANSWER:  Abraham Lincoln 

 Part 4 

 One of the best-known Presidential pets was a Scottish terrier named Fala.  Which President was 

Fala’s owner? 

  ANSWER:  Franklin Roosevelt  OR  FDR  (prompt for more information on “Roosevelt”) 

 Part 5 

Andrew Jackson had a pet parrot.  What unique trait did Jackson teach this bird? 

  ANSWER:  swearing  OR  saying dirty words  (prompt for more information on “talking”, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 30 

Standard computer keyboards are designed with raised tactile marks on two specific keys.  These are 

designed so that touch-typers can easily find the home row without looking.  For ten points, which two keys 

have these special markers? 

 ANSWER:  F  AND  J 

 

Bonus 30 

For five points each, tell me in which of the world’s major oceans you would find each of these islands.  Note 

that the same answers may be used more than once. 

 Part 1 

 Bermuda  

  ANSWER:  Atlantic 

 Part 2 

 Tristan da Cunha (COON-uh)   

  ANSWER:  Atlantic 

 Part 3 

 Madagascar 

  ANSWER:  Indian 

 Part 4 

 Easter Island 

  ANSWER:  Pacific 

 Part 5 

 Yap 

  ANSWER:  Pacific 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 31 

Bill Gates is no longer the richest person in the world.  Neither is Warren Buffet nor Mexican 

telecommunications owner Carlos Slim.  For ten points, as of 2017, according to Bloomberg News the richest 

person in the world is what CEO of Amazon? 

 ANSWER:  Jeff Bezos 

 

Bonus 31 

For five points each, name the poet who wrote each of these works. 

 Part 1 

 “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

  ANSWER:  John Keats 

 Part 2 

 Venus and Adonis 

  ANSWER:  William Shakespeare 

 Part 3 

 “Montage of a Dream Deferred” 

  ANSWER:  Langston Hughes 

 Part 4 

 “Howl” 

  ANSWER:  Allen Ginsberg 

 Part 5 

 The Ballad of Reading (RED-ing) Gaol (Jail) 

  ANSWER:  Oscar Wilde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 32 

A 2015 survey asked students at Big 10 universities to rate their academic skills compared to those of other 

college students.  For ten points, within 10% either way, what percent of these students felt their academic 

skills were above average? 

 ANSWER:  87%  (accept 77% to 97%) 

 

Bonus 32 

For five points each, identify these words used in the movie industry. 

 Part 1 

 This is a six-letter word beginning with “G”.  Give this term for the chief electrician who determines how 

lights are set up on a stage. 

  ANSWER:  gaffer 

 Part 2 

 This four-letter word refers to the main person who sets up the rigging equipment that supports 

cameras and lights. 

  ANSWER:  grip 

Part 2 

 This two-word phrase refers to the assistant to the gaffer and grip, who oversees the carpentry on a 

stage. 

  ANSWER:  best boy 

 Part 4 

 This is a five-letter word beginning with “F”.  An artist in this field creates post-production sound effects. 

  ANSWER:  foley 

 Part 5 

 This fifteen-letter word just means a camera operator 

  ANSWER:  cinematographer 

 

(Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  Presidential Birthplaces and Home States 

Many U.S. Presidents were born in different states than those where they lived when elected.  I will name the 

birthplaces and home states of ten U.S. Presidents.  For ten points, each, you name the Presidents.  For 

example, if I said “born in Ohio, home state Indiana”, you would say “Benjamin Harrison” 

 Question 1 

 born in Hawaii, home state Illinois 

  ANSWER:  Barack Obama 

 Question 2 

 born in Connecticut, home state Texas 

  ANSWER:  George W. Bush  (ask for more information on “Bush”) 

 Question 3 

 born in South Carolina, home state Tennessee 

  ANSWER:  Andrew Jackson 

 Question 4 

 born in Illinois, home state California 

  ANSWER:  Ronald Reagan 

 Question 5 

 born in North Carolina, home state Tennessee 

  ANSWER:  James Polk  OR  Andrew Johnson 

(both are correct; ask for more information on “Johnson”) 

 Question 6 

 born in Ohio, home state Illinois 

  ANSWER:  Ulysses Grant 

 Question 7 

 born in Vermont, home state Massachusetts 

  ANSWER:  Calvin Coolidge 

 Question 8 

 born in Texas, home state Kansas 

  ANSWER:  Dwight Eisenhower 

 Question 9 

 born in Massachusetts, home state Texas 

  ANSWER:  George H.W. Bush  (ask for more information on “Bush”) 

 Question 10 

 born in Nebraska, home state Michigan 

  ANSWER:  Gerald Ford 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  Rivers 

I will name ten major world cities and the country where each city is found.  For ten points each, you name the 

largest river that flows through or by each of those cities.  For example, if I said “New York, USA”, you would 

say “Hudson”. 

 Question 1 

 Vienna, Austria 

  ANSWER:  Danube 

 Question 2 

 Paris, France 

  ANSWER:  Seine 

 Question 3 

 New Orleans, USA 

  ANSWER:  Mississippi 

 Question 4 

 Montreal, Canada 

  ANSWER:  St. Lawrence 

 Question 5 

 Rome, Italy 

  ANSWER:  Tiber 

 Question 6 

 Khartoum, Sudan  

  ANSWER:  Nile 

 Question 7 

 Vientiane, Laos 

  ANSWER:  Mekong 

 Question 8 

 Baghdad, Iraq 

  ANSWER:  Tigris 

 Question 9 

 Buenos Aires, Argentina 

  ANSWER:  Rio de la Plata  OR  Silver River  OR Plate River 

 Question 10 

 Karachi, Pakistan 

  ANSWER:  Indus 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  African—American Cities 

Many cities in America have African—American majorities.  I will name ten sets of three cities with black 

majorities.  For ten points each, you tell me in which state you would find all three cities.  For example, if I said 

“Atlantic Beach, South Sumter, and Darlington”, you would say “South Carolina” 

 Question 1 

 Henning, Bolivar, and Memphis 

  ANSWER:  Tennessee 

 Question 2 

 Warrensville Heights, Oakwood, and East Cleveland 

  ANSWER:  Ohio 

 Question 3 

 Demopolis, Bessemer, and Montgomery 

  ANSWER:  Alabama 

 Question 4 

 Glassboro, Rocky Mount, and Mount Olive 

  ANSWER:  North Carolina 

 Question 5 

North Amityville, Hempstead, and Roosevelt 

  ANSWER:  New York 

 Question 6 

 Cairo (KAY-row), Calumet City, and East Saint Louis 

  ANSWER:  Illinois 

 Question 7 

 Monroe, Alexandria, and Shreveport 

  ANSWER:  Louisiana 

 Question 8 

 Asbury Park, East Orange, and Newark 

  ANSWER:  New Jersey 

 Question 9 

 Benton Harbor, Royal Oak, and Southfield 

  ANSWER:  Michigan 

 Question 10 

 Lauderdale Lakes, Riviera Beach, and South Bay 

  ANSWER:  Florida 


