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Question 1 

In Spanish the number “mil”, which means 1,000, is the largest number with a one-syllable name.  For ten 

points, what is the largest number that has a one-syllable name in English?  

 ANSWER:  twelve 

 

 

Question 2 

The place where it is located was formerly known as Bedloe’s Island, and it includes a sonnet called “The New 

Colossus”.  For ten points, name this object designed by Frederic Bartholdi (bar-TOLD-ee) and given to the 

United States by the people of France. 

 ANSWER:  Statue of Liberty  OR  Liberty Enlightening the World 

 

 

Question 3 

Israeli and French researchers recently published a study that investigated whether people looked like the 

name they had been given.  People were presented with faces and four choices of names, which included the 

name of the subject pictured.  How often was the correct name guessed?  For ten points, was it 25%, 35%, 

45%, or 55% of the time? 

 ANSWER:  35%  (which was significantly more often than random chance) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4 

Donald Trump’s grandfather, Freidrich Trump, came to the United States in the 1880s and then returned to his 

home in an independent kingdom that is now part of Germany.  He was later deported from that kingdom and 

forced to return to the United States.  For ten points name the kingdom that was Trump’s homeland, whose 

capital was Munich. 

 ANSWER:  Bavaria 

 

 

Question 5 

In November 2016 Danesiah Neil, an eighth-grade student in suburban Houston, was arrested when a school 

cafeteria employee called police officers after the girl attempted to pay for her chicken nuggets with cash.  The 

bill the girl was using was genuine, but the lunch lady thought it was forged.  For ten points, what denomination 

of note did the girl use to pay for her lunch? 

 ANSWER:  $2 

 

 

Question 6 

For ten points, which of the conic sections was shown by Kepler to be the shape of the orbits of heavenly 

bodies? 

 ANSWER:  ellipse 

 

 

Question 7 

The Atlantic hurricane that went the furthest inland was Hurricane Hazel in 1954.  The storm initially made 

landfall near Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, but it continued across land, still sustaining hurricane-force winds 

more than 1,400 miles north of there.  For ten points, Hurricane Hazel caused 81 deaths and accounted for 

massive destruction in what Canadian city? 

 ANSWER:  Toronto 

 

 

Question 8 

For ten points, what game was originally called “Pretzel” before its name was changed for legal reasons? 

 ANSWER:  Twister 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 9 

Many consider it to be the world’s first celestial observatory, though it may also have been a prehistoric burial 

ground.  It is believed to have been constructed around 2,400 B.C. and is made of Welsh bluestone.  For ten 

points, name this famous landmark on England’s Salisbury Plain. 

 ANSWER:  Stonehenge 

 

 

Question 10 

For ten points, the White House was modeled on the courthouse in Charleston, South Carolina, which was in 

turn modeled on Leinster (LEEN-stur) House, the palace of the Dukes of Leinster.  Today Leinster House is the 

home of its country’s parliament.  For ten points, name the country in northwest Europe where Leinster House 

is located, which occupies most of an island that shares the country’s name. 

 ANSWER:  Ireland 

 

 

Question 11 

For ten points, what is the limit of the function f of x equals two times x plus one ( 𝑓(𝑥) = 2𝑥 + 1) as x 

approaches negative 3? 

 ANSWER:  -5  (negative five) 

 

 

Question 12 

According to the United Nations’ 2017 World Happiness Report, the United States is the 14th happiest country 

on earth, with more than three times the happiness rating of the Central African Republic, the least happy 

place on earth.  All five of the happiest countries on earth are in Europe, and all are among the most expensive 

places to live in the world.  For ten points name any of the world’s five happiest countries.   

 ANSWER:  Norway  OR  Denmark  OR  Iceland  OR  Switzerland  OR  Finland 

 

 

Question 13 

This sports event is officially known simply as “The Championships”, though it is normally referred to by the 

neighborhood in London where its venue is located.  It is played on outdoor grass courts at the All-England 

Club.  For ten points, give the common name of the oldest tennis tournament in the world. 

 ANSWER:  Wimbledon 

 

 

 

 



Question 14 

For ten points, in May and June 2017 the names, Social Security numbers, and credit details of more than 143 

million Americans were compromised because of a data breach at what Atlanta-based credit reporting bureau? 

 ANSWER:  Equifax 

 

 

Question 15 

One of the largest industrial accidents in U.S. history happened in Boston on January 15, 1919, when a tank 

burst and more than two million gallons of this brown liquid were released.  The liquid flowed through Boston’s 

streets in a wave between 8 and 15 feet high.  Twenty-one people drowned, 150 were injured, and more than a 

thousand buildings and an elevated railroad were destroyed.  For ten points, name the liquid that caused this 

destruction, a byproduct of sugar that is distilled to form alcohol—in particular rum. 

 ANSWER:  molasses 

 

 

Question 16 

For ten points, what waterway was completed in 1825 and connected the Hudson River with the Great Lakes? 

 ANSWER:  Erie Canal 

 

 

Question 17 

The world now contains more than 18 trillion pounds of plastic, almost all of which was produced since 1950.  

For ten points, within 2 trillion either way, how many of those 18 trillion pounds were produced since the year 

2000? 

 ANSWER:  11 trillion  (accept 9 trillion to 13 trillion) 

 

 

Question 18 

According to the International Society of Translators, this is the hardest language in the world to learn.  It uses 

tonal inflection, which means that each of the 50,000 characters in its written form can be pronounced in 

multiple ways that have different meanings.  For ten points, name this language, the native tongue of more 

people than any other on earth. 

 ANSWER:  Chinese  OR  Mandarin 

 

 

Question 19 

For ten points, what company makes products such as Snickers, Starbursts, Twix, Milky Way, and M&Ms? 

 ANSWER:  Mars 



Question 20 

This fruit was first introduced to Europe in 1493, and its rarity and expense soon made it known as a symbol of 

wealth and hospitality.  The fruit is indigenous to Paraguay and Brazil, but it is now found throughout the 

tropics and is also grown in greenhouses.  For ten points, name this unusual looking fruit. 

 ANSWER:  pineapple 

 

 

Question 21 

Before 1937 her primary work was as a reporter for the Atlanta Constitution, and during World War II she was 

a volunteer for the American Red Cross.  Her lesser known works include novels called Lost Laysen and The 

Big Four.  For ten points, name this author who is best known for writing Gone with the Wind. 

 ANSWER:  Margaret Mitchell 

 

 

Question 22 

This character declares, “This is thy sheath; there rust, and let me die” in her address to a “happy dagger” that 

belonged to her lover.  For ten points give the first name of this Shakespeare character who was a member of 

the Capulet family. 

 ANSWER:  Juliet 

 

 

Question 23 

This transverse woodwind instrument is the oldest of all known musical instruments.  Examples more than 

35,000 years old have been found that were made from animal bones, and it has existed in its modern form 

since about the year 1,000.  It is an aerophone, an instrument that produces sound from the flow of air across 

an opening.  The name of the instrument comes from a Latin root meaning “to blow”.  For ten points, name this 

musical instrument. 

 ANSWER:  flute 

 

 

Question 24 

The name of this type of poem comes from an old Italian word meaning “little song”.  Since the thirteenth 

century the word has referred to a poem of fourteen lines with a specific rhyme scheme and structure.  For ten 

points, name this type of poem, favored by writers such as William Shakespeare and Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning. 

  ANSWER:  sonnet 

 

 



Question 25 

Rudolph and Adolph Dassler were brothers who lived in southern Germany.  In the 1930s both men joined the 

Nazi party, and they founded two competing sporting goods companies, both of which supplied athletes at the 

1936 Olympics in Berlin.  Both companies are still headquartered in Germany, and they are among the world’s 

largest shoe and garment companies today.  One company took its name from a shortened version of its 

founder’s name, while the other is named after a South American animal.  For ten points, name these 

competing shoe brands. 

 ANSWER:  Adidas  AND  Puma 

 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

Henry Cavendish is thought to be the first to discover this element, which he called “inflammable air”.  For ten 

points, name this element whose name comes from the Greek for “water former”. 

 ANSWER:  hydrogen 

 

Bonus 26 

I will name men who were considered the founders of five of the thirteen original American colonies.  For five 

points each, you tell me with which colony each is associated. 

 Part 1 

 George Calvert 

ANSWER: Maryland 

 Part 2 

 Roger Williams 

  ANSWER:  Rhode Island   

 Part 2 

 Peter Minuit 

  ANSWER:  New York   

 Part 4 

 William Bradford 

  ANSWER:  Massachusetts   

 Part 2 

 James Oglethorpe 

  ANSWER:  Georgia   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 27 

Honda uses this word for a brand of minivan, and it was Microsoft’s working name for the product that became 

Windows XP.  The seven-letter word means an “epic journey”, and several spacecraft have used that name.  

For ten points, give this word that is best known as the title of an epic poem by Homer.  

 ANSWER:  Odyssey 

 

Bonus 27 

Answer these questions about the United Arab Emirates.   

 Part 1 

 For five points, name the largest city in the U.A.E., which is also home to the tallest building in the 

world. 

  ANSWER:  Dubai 

 Part 2 

 For five points, what is the capital and second largest city in the U.A.E.? 

  ANSWER:  Abu Dhabi 

 Part 3 

 The United Arab Emirates has definite borders with two other countries and may border a third country, 

though that border is disputed.  For five points each, name any two of these countries. 

  ANSWER:   Oman  (5 points each for up to two answers.) 

Saudi Arabia 

Qatar 

(The Qatar border is disputed with Saudi Arabia.) 

 Part 4 

 Legally Islam is the official religion of the United Arab Emirates.  However the majority of the country’s 

residents are immigrants who are not Muslim.  For five points, what religion is practiced by the majority 

of U.A.E. residents? 

  ANSWER:   Hindu(ism) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

In Genesis 32, he wrestled with an angel.  For ten points, name this Jewish patriarch who is also known as 

Israel. 

 ANSWER:  Jacob 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, identify these people who founded Christian religious movements. 

 Part 1 

 English cleric who is considered the chief founder of Methodism 

  ANSWER:  John Wesley 

 Part 2 

 Scottish theologian who founded the Presbyterian church  

  ANSWER:  John Knox 

 Part 3 

 Woman who founded the Christian Science movement 

  ANSWER:  Mary Baker Eddy 

 Part 4 

 French reformer whose beliefs are the basis of the Congregationalist and Reformed churches 

  ANSWER:   John Calvin 

 Part 5 

 British missionary who founded the Salvation Army 

  ANSWER:   William (or Catherine) Booth 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 29 

For ten points give the name and number of the British king who abdicated the throne and assumed the title 

Duke of Windsor so he could marry the American divorcee Wallis Simpson. 

 ANSWER:  Edward VIII (the eighth) 

 

Bonus 29 

October 31, 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation.  For five points 

each, answer these questions. 

 Part 1 

 The Reformation was started by the actions of what former Catholic monk? 

  ANSWER:  Martin Luther 

 Part 2 

 The Reformation is said to have begun when Luther nailed “theses” outlining his beliefs to the door of a 

church in what German town? 

  ANSWER:  Wittenberg 

 Part 3 

 How many theses did Luther nail to the door of Wittenberg church? 

  ANSWER:  95 

 Part 4 

 Luther married Katharine von Bora.  What was von Bora’s occupation before her marriage? 

  ANSWER:  nun  OR  religious sister 

 Part 5 

The Catholic church launched the Counter-Reformation to oppose the spread of Protestantism.  That 

campaign began with what church council that lasted from 1545 to 1563? 

  ANSWER:  Council of Trent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 30 

After only nine months in office, he has already broken more tie votes in the Senate than anyone else in 

history.  For ten points, name the current Vice President of the United States. 

 ANSWER:  Michael Pence 

 

Bonus 30 

Swimmer Michael Phelps is the most decorated Olympian of all time. 

 Part 1 

 Phelps has won a total of 28 Olympic medals.  For five points each, tell me how many gold, silver, and 

bronze medals he won? 

  ANSWER: 23 gold (5 points each) 

    3 silver 

    2 bronze 

 Part 2 

 For five points, in what year did Phelps first compete in the Olympics, when the games were held in  

 Sydney? 

  ANSWER:  2000 

   (He earned his first medals in 2004 in Athens.) 

 Part 3 

 For five points, when Phelps earned eight gold medals at the Beijing games in 2008, he broke the 

record set by what other American swimmer in 1972?  

  ANSWER:  Mark Spitz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 31 

For ten points, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Space Needle in Seattle, the Museum of Science and Industry in 

Chicago, the Unisphere in New York, and the Millennium Dome in London were all originally built for what type 

of event? 

 ANSWER:  world’s fair  (prompt for more information on “fair”) 

 

Bonus 31 

For five points each, tell which city in each of these trios of European capitals is furthest north. 

 Part 1 

 London, Paris, Rome 

  ANSWER:  London 

 Part 2 

 Kiev, Budapest, Minsk 

  ANSWER:  Minsk 

 Part 3 

 Athens, Lisbon, Madrid 

  ANSWER:  Madrid 

 Part 4 

 Berlin, Brussels, Prague 

  ANSWER:  Berlin 

 Part 5 

 Copenhagen, Helsinki, Warsaw 

  ANSWER:  Helsinki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toss-Up 32 

This island is located in the Indian Ocean, about 300 miles south of Jakarta, Indonesia.  It is an external 

territory of Australia, and its capital is Flying Fish Cove.  It was first sighted by Europeans on December 25, 

1643, but it remained uninhabited until 1886.  For ten points, name this island which takes its name from the 

day it was discovered.  

 ANSWER:  Christmas Island 

 

Bonus 32 

For five points each, spell the chemical elements that have each of these chemical symbols. 

 Part 1 

 L – A 

  ANSWER:  L – A – N – T – H – A – N – U – M  

 Part 2 

 H – G  

  ANSWER:  M – E – R – C – U – R – Y  

Part 2 

 K – R  

  ANSWER:  K – R – Y – P – T – O – N  

 Part 4 

 M – O     

  ANSWER:  M – O – L – Y – B – D – E – N – U – M  

 Part 5 

C – U  

  ANSWER:  C – O – P – P – E – R  

 

(Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  Greatest Hits of the Past 

I will name ten years and the musician or group that had the top song in each year.  For ten points each, you 

name the songs.  For example, if I said “1960 – Chubby Checker”, you would say “The Twist”. 

 Question 1 

 1993 – Whitney Houston 

  ANSWER:  “I Will Always Love You” 

 Question 2 

 2012 -- Psy 

  ANSWER:  “Gangman Style” 

 Question 3 

 1965 – The Rolling Stones 

  ANSWER:  “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction” 

 Question 4 

 1976 – Abba  

  ANSWER:  “Dancing Queen” 

 Question 5 

 1992 – Nirvana  

  ANSWER:  “Smells Like Teen Spirit” 

 Question 6 

 1999 – Brittany Spears  

  ANSWER:  “Baby, One More Time” 

 Question 7 

 2005 – Kanye West 

  ANSWER:  “Gold Digger” 

 Question 8 

 1955 – Elvis Presley 

  ANSWER:  “(You Ain’t Nothing But a) Hound Dog” 

 Question 9 

 1986 – Madonna  

  ANSWER:  “Papa, Don’t Preach” 

 Question 10 

 1988 – Guns and Roses  

  ANSWER:  “Sweet Child ‘o’ Mine” 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  National Parks of America 

I will name ten national parks in the United States.  For ten points each, you tell me in which state you would 

find each park.  For example, if I said “Hawaii Volcanoes National Park”, you would say “Hawaii”. 

 Question 1 

 Glacier National Park 

  ANSWER:  Montana 

 Question 2 

 Badlands National Park 

  ANSWER:  South Dakota 

 Question 3 

 Shenandoah National Park 

  ANSWER:  Virginia 

 Question 4 

 Grand Teton National Park  

  ANSWER:  Wyoming 

 Question 5 

 Mesa Verde (MAY-sah VARE-day) National Park 

  ANSWER:  Colorado 

 Question 6 

 Mammoth Cave National Park 

  ANSWER:  Kentucky 

 Question 7 

 Saguaro National Park 

  ANSWER:  Arizona 

 Question 8 

 Gates of the Arctic National Park 

  ANSWER:  Alaska 

 Question 9 

 Joshua Tree National Park 

  ANSWER:  California 

 Question 10 

 Crater Lake National Park 

  ANSWER:  Oregon 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  National Parks of the World 

I will name ten national parks located in countries other than the United States.  For ten points each, you 

identify the country where each park is found.  For example, if I said “Santa Teresa National Park”, you would 

say “Uruguay”. 

 Question 1 

 Mount Cook National Park 

  ANSWER:  New Zealand 

 Question 2 

 Jasper National Park 

  ANSWER:  Canada 

 Question 3 

 Machu Picchu National Park 

  ANSWER:  Peru 

 Question 4 

 Black Forest National Park 

  ANSWER:  Germany 

 Question 5 

North York Moors National Park 

  ANSWER:  United Kingdom  OR  England 

 Question 6 

 Queensland Reefs National Park 

  ANSWER:  Australia 

 Question 7 

 Kruger National Park 

  ANSWER:  South Africa 

 Question 8 

 Fuji—Hakone—Izu (foo-GEE, hah-CONE-ay, EE-sue) National Park 

  ANSWER:  Japan 

 Question 9 

 Rapa Nui (RAH-pah NEW-ee) Easter Island National Park  

  ANSWER:  Chile 

 Question 10 

 Galapagos National Park  

  ANSWER:  Ecuador 


