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Question 1 

This father and son have both been accused of child sexual abuse.  The father was convicted of abusing more 

than forty disadvantaged boys he recruited through a youth sports program called the Second Mile while he 

was coaching at Penn State, while his adopted son pled recently pled guilty to raping two underage girls.  For 

ten points, give the last name of these men. 

 ANSWER:  (Jerry and Jeffrey) Sandusky 

 

 

Question 2 

One of the biggest sources of air pollution in southern California is the evaporation of this heavily polluted salt-

water lake.  The historically dry lake bed lies entirely below sea level.  It was filled with water after an 

agricultural canal bringing water from the Colorado River burst in 1905.  For ten points, name this lake that lies 

fifty miles south of Palm Springs and 125 miles east of Los Angeles.  

 ANSWER:  Salton Sea 

 

 

Question 3 

For ten points, in terms of area, the largest nation located entirely inside Europe is what country that used to be 

part of the Soviet Union? 

 ANSWER:  Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4 

The Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 is often considered the start of this movement, which eventually led to 

the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  For ten points, name the movement. 

 ANSWER:  women’s suffrage  OR  right to vote for women  

   (prompt for more information on “women’s rights”) 

 
 
 
Question 5 

Though it looks like JUT-land, the peninsula is actually pronounced “YOOT-land”.  This peninsula juts out from 

the European coast north of Germany.  For ten points, what country lies primarily on the Jutland Peninsula? 

 ANSWER:  Denmark 

 

 

Question 6 

To promote safety at practice, football coach Alonzo Stagg invented an item that literally stands in for a human 

player.  For ten points, what two-word name did Stagg give his invention? 

 ANSWER:  tackling dummy 

 

 

Question 7 

These root vegetables are a staple of Russian cuisine.  They are low in calories, yet they have the highest 

sugar content of any vegetable.  For ten points, name these maroon-colored vegetables. 

 ANSWER:  beets 

 

 
 

Question 8 

In mythology, this yellowish gemstone is said to be the solidified tears of Apollo’s daughters.  It is actually 

formed of fossilized tree resin and often has fossilized insects trapped inside it.  For ten points, name the gem. 

 ANSWER:  amber 

 

 

Question 9 

Many people called this newscaster “the most trusted man in America”, and opinion polls reflected that trust.  

He gained fame for reporting on the death of John Kennedy, the Vietnam War, and the first landing on the 

moon.  For ten points, name this man who anchored the CBS Evening News for nineteen years and signed off 

each night with the words “and that’s the way it is”. 

 ANSWER:  Walter Cronkite 



Question 10 

Viruses often affect computers’ ability to access DNS.  For ten points, in the context of the internet, what does 

“DNS” stand for. 

 ANSWER:  domain name server 

 

 

Question 11 

Baskin—Robbins has been in business for 75 years.  How many different flavors of ice cream have they 

created over the years?  For ten points, is it closest to 800, 1300, 1800, 2300, or 2800 flavors? 

 ANSWER:  1,300 

 

 

Question 12 

The biggest divorce settlement ever was for $1.7 billion.  It was awarded to the wife of an Australian-born 

media mogul.  For ten points, name this man who became a U.S. citizen and whose holdings include The Wall 

Street Journal and Fox networks. 

 ANSWER:  Rupert Murdoch 

 

 

Question 13 

Five freedoms are guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  Three of these are freedom of 

speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion.  For ten points, name the other two. 

 ANSWER:  freedom of assembly  AND  freedom of petition 

  (If a team answers early and also says the freedoms mentioned in the question, that is OK.) 

 

 

Question 14 

In terms of both area and population, it is the smallest member of the European Union.  For ten points, name 

this island in the Mediterranean Sea. 

 ANSWER:  Malta 

  (Note, states like the Vatican, San Marino, and Andorra are not E.U. members.) 

 

 

Question 15 

For ten points, what is the square root of forty-nine times the fourth root of six hundred twenty-five (√49√625
4

)? 

 ANSWER:  35  (the problem is 7 x 5) 

 

 



Question 16 

This battle marked English history’s first use of the crossbow and resulted in Harold Godwinson’s losing the 

British throne.  A depiction of the battle is found on the Bayeux (BUY-oo) Tapestry.  For ten points, name this 

1066 battle that resulted in William the Conqueror becoming ruler of England. 

 ANSWER:  Battle of Hastings 

 

 

Question 17 

The answer to this question is a five-letter word.  As a noun it can refer to a durable cotton fabric, a species of 

African baboon, or a machine for sowing seeds in a small furrow.  As a verb it can mean to train for a military 

routine, to practice something until you’re really good at it, or to bore a hole into something.  For ten points give 

this word. 

 ANSWER:  drill 

 

 

Question 18 

The book, movie, and TV series Friday Night Lights were based on a real-life high school in Odessa, Texas.  

The high school takes its name from the second largest oil field in North America, which in term takes its name 

from a geologic period between the Carboniferous and Triassic Periods, around 275 million years ago.  For ten 

points, give the name shared by the high school, the oil basin, and the geologic period. 

 ANSWER:  Permian  

 

 

Question 19 

The “X – E – R – O” in the name Xerox is a Greek root with this meaning.  The name was chosen to 

emphasize the fact that the Xerox copying process did not use ink or developing chemicals.  For ten points, 

“xerography” (ZEER-og-ruh-fee) means what type of writing. 

 ANSWER:  dry 

 

 

Question 20 

Just as some people today warn that the internet is corrupting society and leading to laziness through a lack of 

reading, this ancient Greek warned that the written word would “create forgetfulness in the learner’s souls” and 

said “reading is for the lazy and the stupid”.  He believed instead in memorizing and reciting lessons.  For ten 

points, name this man who is often called the Father of Philosophy. 

 ANSWER:  Socrates 

 

 



Question 21 

He was only U.S. President who did not speak English as his first language.  This is particularly interesting, 

since he is also the first President who was actually born in the United States.  For ten points, name this man 

who grew up speaking Dutch in the town of Kinderhook, New York. 

 ANSWER:  Martin Van Buren 

 

 

Question 22 

In 1974 Martin Newell, a British computer scientist working at the University of Utah, created the world’s first 

three-dimensional computer animation.  For ten points, what type of beverage dispenser, commonly found in 

his native country, did Newell recreate in digital form?     

 ANSWER:  teapot  

 

 

Question 23 

In the United States enough land is devoted to parking to cover the entire state of West Virginia.  As of 2017, 

how many parking spaces are there for each car in America?  For ten points, is it 1, 2, 4, 6, or 8 spaces? 

 ANSWER:  8 

 

 

Question 24 

The most expensive purchase ever made with a credit card was for a single item worth $170 million.  The 

charge was made on an American Express Centurion card by Chinese billionaire Li Yi Quan in 2015.  For ten 

points, what item did Quan put on his charge card? 

  ANSWER:  a painting  (Reclining Nude by Amedeo Modigliani) (accept “work of art”) 

(Quan donated the painting to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, but he earned  

enough airline points through the transaction to fly first class for free for the rest of his life.) 

 

 

Question 25 

Since 2005 there have been only three nations in the world that have not adopted the Metric System as their 

official system of measurement.  Besides the United States, one still uses traditional southeast Asian units, and 

the other is a country founded by freed American slaves that uses the U.S. system of measurement.  For ten 

points, name either of these non-Metric countries. 

 ANSWER:  Burma  (or Myanmar)  OR  Liberia 

 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 

 



Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

While most English teachers hate the use of this word as a singular pronoun, its use for that purpose goes 

back to Shakespeare.  For ten points, give this normally plural pronoun that is commonly used in modern 

English as a gender-neutral singular pronoun. 

 ANSWER:  they  (or them, etc.) 

 

Bonus 26 

The record for team with the longest winning streak in the Major Leagues was broken in 2017.  For five points 

each, answer these questions. 

 Part 1 

 What American League team broke the winning streak record? 

ANSWER: Cleveland Indians  (accept Cleveland OR Indians) 

 Part 2 

 How many consecutive games did the Indians win in 2017? 

  ANSWER:   22 

 Part 2 

 The Indians broke a record held by two different incarnations of the same team.  Name that team. 

  ANSWER:  Chicago Cubs  (accept “Cubs”; ask for more information on “Chicago”; also accept  

    “White Stockings”, the former name of the team; do not accept “White Sox”) 

Part 4 

 What team beat the Indians on September 15, 2017, to end their consecutive wins streak? 

  ANSWER:  Kansas City Royals  (accept either “Kansas City” or “Royals”) 

 Part 5 

 The longest undefeated streak in Major League Baseball dates to 1916 and is 27, but it consisted of 26 

wins and 1 tie in the middle.  The record was set in 1916 by what team. 

  ANSWER:  New York Giants (prompt for more information on “New York”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 27 

This term originated in Greek mythology.  For ten points, give the name for a malicious computer program that 

is technically not a virus, but which misleads users as to its true intent. 

 ANSWER:  Trojan horse 

 

Bonus 27 

For five points each, answer these questions about artist Vincent Van Gogh. 

 Part 1 

 Van Gogh’s best-known work features the view from his window at an insane asylum just before 

sunrise.  Name this painting. 

  ANSWER:  (The) Starry Night 

 Part 2 

 While he is generally considered a Dutch painter, Starry Night is one of several works Van Gogh 

created in what other country? 

  ANSWER:   France 

 Part 3 

 Starry Night is currently found at what famous New York City museum? 

  ANSWER:  Museum of Modern Art  OR  MOMA 

 Part 4 

 Van Gogh’s first major painting features a group of peasants sharing a scanty meal.  Name that 

painting. 

  ANSWER:   (The) Potato Eaters 

 Part 5 

 Van Gogh is also noted for a series of paintings that depicted what type of flower? 

  ANSWER:   sunflowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

The official state amphibian of the state of Illinois is the Eastern tiger variety of this creature that looks like a 

small lizard and can regenerate any body part that gets lost or pulled off.  For ten points, give the ten letter 

name for this creature. 

 ANSWER:  salamander 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, give the correct plural of each of these English words. 

 Part 1 

 half, meaning fifty percent of 

  ANSWER:  halves 

 Part 2 

 curriculum, meaning a program of study  

  ANSWER:  curricula 

 Part 3 

 genus (JENN-us), meaning the taxonomic rank between family and species 

  ANSWER:  genera 

 Part 4 

 neurosis, meaning mental illness 

  ANSWER:  neuroses 

 Part 5 

 bison, meaning an American buffalo 

  ANSWER:   bison 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 29 

Old English had several letters that do not appear in our modern alphabet.  One of these was the letter ash, 

which represented certain vowel sounds.  Ash was written as a ligature joining two other letters.  What two 

letters combined to form ash? 

 ANSWER:  A and E 

 

Bonus 29 

For five points each, name the authors of these famous short stories. 

 Part 1 

 “The Ransom of Red Chief” 

  ANSWER:  O. Henry  OR  William Sydney Porter 

 Part 2 

 “The Cask of Amontillado 

  ANSWER:  Edgar Allen Poe 

 Part 3 

 “The Most Dangerous Game” 

  ANSWER:  Richard Connell 

 Part 4 

 “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge 

  ANSWER:  Ambrose Bierce 

 Part 5 

“The Waltz” 

  ANSWER:  Dorothy Parker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 30 

The first sporting event to be live-streamed for free on YouTube was the 2010 championships of the Indian 

Premier League.  The Premier League is a vestige of India’s British heritage.  For ten points, what sport is 

played in the Indian Premier League? 

 ANSWER:  cricket 

 

Bonus 30 

For five points each, answer these questions about the wonders of the ancient world. 

 Part 1 

 Which is the only ancient wonder that still stands in 2017? 

  ANSWER: Great Pyramid of Cheops 

 Part 2 

 The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul includes columns that were originally part of what ancient wonder that 

was located at Ephesus? 

  ANSWER: Temple of Artemis (accept “Temple of Diana”) 

 Part 3 

 Besides the Great Pyramid, which other ancient wonder was located in Egypt? 

  ANSWER:  lighthouse  OR  pharos of Alexandria 

 Part 4 

 Give the common name and location of the ancient wonder that was a large statue of the Greek god 

Helios. 

  ANSWER:  Colossus at Rhodes 

 Part 5 

 Some scientists question whether this ancient wonder actually existed.  If it did, it would have been 

located in modern-day Iraq.  Name it. 

  ANSWER:  Hanging Gardens of Babylon 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 31 

It is the second most abundant mineral in the earth’s crust, after feldspar.  It is made of tetrahedral crystals of 

silicon dioxide.  Its varieties include semi-precious gemstones such as amethyst.  Its name comes from an old 

German word for “hard”.  For ten points, name this mineral. 

 ANSWER:  quartz 

 

Bonus 31 

For five points each, answer these questions about eternal flames around the world. 

 Part 1 

 The eternal flame at Arlington National Cemetery honors whom? 

  ANSWER:  John Kennedy 

   (Note:  There is not an eternal flame at the Tomb of the Unknowns.) 

 Part 2 

 An eternal flame has burned at this Paris landmark since 1921 to honor France’s Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier, who was lost in World War I.  Name the landmark. 

  ANSWER:  Arc de Triomphe 

 Part 3 

 Three different eternal flames in New York City and at least five others around the United States honor 

those who died in what event? 

  ANSWER:  September 11  OR attack on the World Trade Center  (accept similar answers) 

 Part 4 

 In Los Angeles an eternal flame dedicated to peace was lit after World War II as a gift from the people 

of what Japanese City? 

  ANSWER:  Hiroshima 

 Part 5 

 The Centennial Flame was lit in Ottawa, Canada in what year? 

  ANSWER:  1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 32 

For ten points, spell the noun that is defined as “the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and 

passing them off as one's own”. 

 ANSWER:  P – L – A – G – I – A – R – I – S – M  

 

 

Bonus 32 

The Global Peace Index ranks the relative peacefulness of all nations on earth.  Answer these questions. 

 Part 1 

 According to the index, in 2017 the most peaceful countries on earth are both island nations—one in 

the north Atlantic and the other in the south Pacific.  For five points each, name these countries. 

  ANSWER: Iceland  (5 points each) 

    New Zealand 

 Part 2 

  For five points, name the least peaceful country on earth, a Middle Eastern country ravaged by civil war 

that is home to ancient cities like Aleppo and Damascus. 

  ANSWER: Syria 

Part 3 

  The three most peaceful places in the Americas ranked #8, #33, and #34 in the world.  Name any two 

of the these three countries. 

  ANSWER:   Canada  (5 points each for up to 2 correct answers) 

    Costa Rica 

    Uruguay  

 

(Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  Happiest States in America 

I will name tourist attractions that are among the top attractions in ten states, each of which is in one of the 

states that made the 2017 list of the ten happiest states in America.  For ten points each, you name the states.  

For example, if I said “Fort McHenry”—which happens to be in the 11th happiest state, you would say 

“Maryland”. 

 Question 1 

 Boundary Waters Canoe Area wilderness 

  ANSWER:  Minnesota 

 Question 2 

 Golden Spike National Historic Site 

  ANSWER:  Utah 

 Question 3 

 Waikiki Beach 

  ANSWER:  Hawaii 

 Question 4 

 Disneyland 

  ANSWER:  California 

 Question 5 

 Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 

  ANSWER:  Nebraska 

 Question 6  

 Thomas Edison National Historic Park 

  ANSWER:  New Jersey 

 Question 7 

 Mount Rushmore 

  ANSWER:  South Dakota 

 Question 8 

 Amana Colonies 

  ANSWER:  Iowa 

 Question 9 

 Harley—Davidson Museum 

  ANSWER:  Wisconsin 

 Question 10 

 Mount Washington 

  ANSWER:  New Hampshire 



 

Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  Women in the Senate 

Sixteen Democratic women and five Republican women currently serve in the U.S. Senate.  I will name ten 

female senators and give their parties.  For ten points each, you tell me what state each woman represents.  

For example, if I said “Democrat Kamala Harris”, you would say “California”. 

 Question 1 

 Democrat Tammy Baldwin 

  ANSWER:  Wisconsin 

 Question 2 

 Republican Lisa Murkowski 

  ANSWER:  Alaska 

 Question 3 

 Democrat Diane Feinstein 

  ANSWER:  California 

 Question 4 

 Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand (KERR-stun JILL-uh-brand) 

  ANSWER:  New York 

 Question 5 

 Democrat Debbie Stabenow (STAB-uh-now) 

  ANSWER:  Michigan 

 Question 6 

 Republican Susan Collins 

  ANSWER:  Maine 

 Question 7 

 Democrat Elizabeth Warren 

  ANSWER:  Massachusetts 

 Question 8 

 Democrat Amy Kolbuchar (KLOBE-uh-char) 

  ANSWER:  Minnesota 

 Question 9 

 Republican Joni Ernst 

  ANSWER:  Iowa 

 Question 10 

 Democrat Tammy Duckworth 

  ANSWER:  Illinois 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  Literary Characters 

I will name ten sets of two characters that appear in the same work of literature.  For ten points each, you tell 

me in which work of literature you would find each set of characters.  For example, if I said “Rhett Butler and 

Scarlet O’Hara”, you would say “Gone with the Wind”. 

 Question 1 

 Sancho Panza and Dulcinea (dool-see-NAY-ah) 

  ANSWER:  Don Quixote 

 Question 2 

 Elizabeth Bennett and Mr. Darcy 

  ANSWER:  Pride and Prejudice 

 Question 3 

 Fagin and the Artful Dodger 

  ANSWER:  Oliver Twist  OR  Oliver 

 Question 4 

 Cogsworth and Mrs. Potts 

  ANSWER:  Beauty and the Beast 

 Question 5 

Yorick and Ophelia 

  ANSWER:  Hamlet 

 Question 6 

 Marquis de Lafayette and Aaron Burr 

  ANSWER:  Hamilton 

 Question 7 

 Hester Prynne (PRIN) and Arthur Dimmesdale (DIMS-dale) 

  ANSWER:  The Scarlet Letter 

 Question 8 

 Max the dog and Cindy Lou Who 

  ANSWER:  How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

 Question 9 

 Atticus Finch and Tom Robinson  

  ANSWER:  To Kill a Mockingbird 

 Question 10 

 Tom Joad and Jim Casy 

  ANSWER:  The Grapes of Wrath 


