
2016 Bishop Garrigan Quiz Bowl Tournament 

Game 6 

Quarter-Finals 
 

Toss-Up Round 
 
Question 1 

A portmanteau is a linguistic blend of multiple words.  For ten points, what portmanteau was the biggest global 

news story in June, 2016? 

 ANSWER:  Brexit 

 

 

Question 2 

English is the official language of this island nation, but only about 2% of the population actually speaks 

English.  Over 800 languages are spoken there, more than anywhere else on earth.  Name this country that 

borders only Indonesia and is separated from Australia by the Coral Sea. 

 ANSWER:  Papua New Guinea  (do not accept just “New Guinea”) 

 

 

Question 3 

This country is in a unique position with world migration.  It has the second largest number of immigrants of 

any country in the world, with most of those immigrants coming from central Asia.  However, the country has 

actually experienced a net decrease in population since the year 2000, because of a low birth rate and a high 

rate of emigration to countries in Europe and to the United States.  For ten points, what country is this? 

 ANSWER:  Russia 

 

 

Question 4 

In its native language, the name of this country means “Land of the Free”.  That name is appropriate, since it is 

the only country in southeast Asia that was never colonized by a European power.  For ten points, name this 

country that borders Myanmar, Malaysia, Cambodia, and Laos. 

 ANSWER:  Thailand 



Question 5 

It is the most visited tourist attraction on earth.  It was constructed as the entrance to the 1889 World’s Fair.   

When it was built, it was the tallest man-made structure on earth.  It is still the tallest structure in western 

Europe.  Name this landmark, which continues to draw more than 7 million tourists every year. 

 ANSWER:  Eiffel Tower 

 

 

Question 6 

According to Lonely Planet travel guides, this South American country is the cheapest place to visit in the 

world.  Its attractions include the shores of Lake Titicaca, the Valley of the Moon in the Andes Mountains, and 

the colonial city of Santa Cruz.  For ten points, name this country which also features the lively capital of La 

Paz. 

ANSWER:  Bolivia 

 

 

Question 7 

The education department in this Scandinavian country has completely banned homework, with the exception 

of ongoing projects.  They also require students to take only two standardized test in their lifetimes—one for 

entry to high school and the other at graduation.  In spite of that, the country has the highest graduation rate in 

Europe and the highest college attendance rate in the entire world.  For ten points, name this country which in 

the past was part of the Swedish and Russian empires and whose capital city has the northernmost subway 

system in the world. 

 ANSWER:  Finland 

 

 

Question 8 

The world’s southernmost ATM is the only banking facility at McMurdo Station, Antarctica.  The machine 

dispenses U.S. dollars and is the only source of currency for the 1,500 people who live at McMurdo.  The ATM 

fills an important need, since the nearest bank is more than 2,100 miles away in New Zealand.  For ten points, 

the McMurdo ATM is run by what global banking company that is headquartered in San Francisco? 

 ANSWER:  Wells—Fargo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 9 

While his investments increased in value in 2015, his net worth actually decreased.  This was mostly because 

of a pledge he made to give away 99% of his fortune before he dies.  Name this 86-year-old Midwesterner, 

who has made almost $100 billion off investments but earns just $100,000 a year as CEO of Berkshire—

Hathaway. 

 ANSWER:  Warren Buffet 

 

 

Question 10 

This feature on televisions was first developed in 1972 by researchers at Gallaudet University in Washington, 

D.C.  It was first used nationwide in 1979, and its use was mandated in 1990 by the Americans with Disabilities 

Act.  For ten points, name this feature that allows dialogue and descriptions of television programs to be read 

by viewers. 

 ANSWER:  closed captioning  (prompt for more information on “captions”) 

 

 

Question 11 

While his age cannot be fully verified, according to his government ID and his recollections of childhood 

events, the oldest person on earth lives in Indonesia.  Mbah Grotho (muh-BAH GROTE-oh) has outlived ten 

siblings, four wives, and all twelve of his children.  The last of his children died when Grotho was 122 years old.  

That was in October of 1993.  For ten points, how old does his government ID say Grotho is today? 

 ANSWER:  145 

 

 

Question 12 

This is the most densely populated country in Central America, and it is the only country in Central America 

that does not have a coastline on the Caribbean Sea.  For ten points, name this country. 

 ANSWER:  El Salvador 

 

 

Question 13 

The U.S. Olympic Committee currently pays cash prizes to American athletes who earn Olympic medals.  

Since 2008 bronze medal winners have received $10,000.  For ten points, how much does the U.S.O.C. pay 

athletes for each gold medal they earn?  

 ANSWER:  $25,000 

 

 

 



Question 14 

Olympic athletes must pay federal taxes on their cash prizes and also on the value of the metal in the medals 

they receive.  While the gold medals at the Rio Olympics weighed approximately one pound, they contained 

about a third of an ounce of gold, with the remainder being copper and silver.  For ten points, to the nearest 

hundred dollars, what is the metal value of a gold medal from the Rio Olympics?   

 ANSWER:  $600  (the number the IRS uses is actually $581) 

 

 

Question 15 

According to biblegateway.com, this is by far the most searched Bible verse.  For ten points, give the book, 

chapter, and verse of the most popular passage from the Bible.  

 ANSWER:  John 3:16 

 

 

Question 16 

According to Fortune magazine, the most tax-friendly state in America is this Western state which has no 

income tax, some of the lowest property taxes in America, a sales tax of just 5%, and a gas tax two-thirds of 

the national average.  The state government’s primary source of income is from coal and oil produced in the 

state.  For ten points, name the state, which was the home of former Vice President Dick Cheney. 

 ANSWER:  Wyoming 

 

 

Question 17 

For ten points, in the 1953 film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, Marilyn Monroe sings that what are a girl’s best 

friend?  

 ANSWER:  diamonds 

 

 

Question 18 

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act says that website owners can be sued for positing material that is 

copyrighted.  Most enforcement of this law is carried out by robot searches, and it doesn’t always go as 

planned.  For ten points, in September 2016, what movie company was embarrassed to announce they had 

sued themselves because of posting trailers from such films as The Matrix, The Dark Knight, and Batman 

Begins. 

 ANSWER:  Warner Brothers 

 

 

 



Question 19 

In 2017 the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange County, California will relocate their headquarters to a building 

they purchased from bankrupt televangelist Robert Schuller.    The Catholic Church will be named Christ 

Cathedral, but it was formerly called by a different name that came from its plate glass construction.  Give this 

former name, which describes the chemical structure of snowflakes, ice, and table salt. 

 ANSWER:  Crystal Cathedral 

 

 

Question 20 

Between 1972 and 1982 McDonalds was sued 712 times over the temperature of this product.  All of these 

suits were settled out of court, at a cost to McDonalds of over $500,000.  Then in 1992, 79-year-old Stella 

Leibeck refused to settle, and her suit went to court.  McDonalds was originally ordered to pay Leibeck $2.7 

million dollars, but the settlement was eventually lowered to $600,000.  While Leibeck did suffer severe burns 

to her groin, legs, and buttocks, to this day her case is cited as an example of a frivolous lawsuit.  For ten 

points, what product, which McDonalds continues to serve at 190o to this day, caused Leibeck’s burns?   

 ANSWER:  coffee 

 

 

Question 21 

Abyssinia (ab-uh-SIN-ee-uh) was the ancient name of what is now two modern-day African countries.  For ten 

points, name either of those countries. 

 ANSWER:  Ethiopia  OR  Eritrea 

 

 

Question 22 

The main reason incandescent light bulbs are being phased out is that the majority of the energy they use 

creates heat rather than light.  For ten points, to the nearest ten percent, what percent of the energy used by 

an incandescent bulb actually produces light? 

 ANSWER:  10 percent 

 

 

Question 23 

This company began by selling baking powder in the Chicago area.  As a premium, sticks of gum were 

included in each package, and soon the company realized people were buying the baking powder just to get 

the gum.  For ten points, name this company which no longer sells baking powder, but continues to sell gum to 

this day. 

 ANSWER:  Wrigley 

 



Question 24 

While he was a student at Cambridge, this future scientist kept a journal of all the sins he committed.  Among 

these was using his roommate’s towel.  For ten points name this inventor of calculus whose discoveries are 

also the basis of much of modern physics. 

 ANSWER:  Isaac Newton  

 

 

Question 25 

This Roman emperor ruled from 306 to 337 A.D.  He is said to have converted to Christianity when he saw a 

cross of light in the sky before a battle.  For ten points, name this emperor who helped spread Christianity 

throughout the Roman Empire. 

 ANSWER:  Constantine 

 

 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

In the 18th and 19th Centuries, many scientists wanted to name this planet Herschel, after William Herschel, 

who first observed it on March 13, 1781.  Eventually, though, it was named for the Greek deity who was the 

father of Cronus and the grandfather of Zeus.  For ten points, name the planet. 

 ANSWER:  Uranus 

 

Bonus 26 

For five points each, identify these inventions that were on Popular Mechanics’s list of the Top 50 Inventions of 

the Past 50 Years. 

 Part 1 

 1978 invention that revolutionized navigation 

  ANSWER:  GPS  OR  global positioning system 

 Part 2 

 1998 invention – the primary format for digital audio 

  ANSWER:  .mp3  OR Moving Picture Experts Group Layer 3 

 Part 3 

 1987 invention – the most widely used psychiatric drug ever 

  ANSWER:  Prozac  OR  flouxetine 

 Part 4 

 1973 invention – scanner that uses magnetic fields to make images of the body 

  ANSWER:  MRI  OR  magnetic resonance imager  

 Part 5 

 1985 invention – process for copying DNA to make a large enough sample for testing 

  ANSWER:  PCR  OR  polymerase chain reaction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 27 

In 1988 this organization asked the rock group called the Pet Shop Boys to change their name to the Rescue 

Shelter Boys.  They have also claimed that milk is a “racist drink” because some ethnic groups are more likely 

to have lactose intolerance than others.  For ten points, name this organization whose mission statement says 

“animals are not ours to eat, wear, experiment on, use for entertainment, or abuse in any other way." 

 ANSWER:  PETA  OR  People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

 

Bonus 27 

PETA is one of many acronyms we use all the time.  For five points each, tell what these acronyms stand for. 

 Part 1 

 NAACP  (N – double A – C – P), a civil rights organization 

  ANSWER:  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

 Part 2 

 IRA (I – R – A), a type of investment 

  ANSWER:  individual retirement account 

 Part 3 

 the disease AIDS 

  ANSWER:  Acquired Immune (OR Immuno–)  Deficiency Syndrome  

 Part 4 

 NATO, an international alliance 

  ANSWER:  North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

 Part 5 

 Laser, a device that emits a bright beam 

  ANSWER:  light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

John Sylvan, the inventor of this small appliance found in many kitchens, says he regrets the invention for 

environmental reasons.  Sylvan says he doesn’t have one, adding, “they’re awfully expensive—plus it’s not like 

drip coffee is tough to make.”  For ten points, give the brand name of Sylvan’s invention. 

 ANSWER:  Keurig  (prompt for more information on “coffee maker” or similar answers) 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, tell which wonder of the ancient world was found at each of these locations. 

 Part 1 

 Alexandria 

  ANSWER:   lighthouse  OR  pharos  

 Part 2 

 Babylon 

  ANSWER: hanging gardens  (prompt for more information on “garden”) 

 Part 3 

 Rhodes 

  ANSWER: colossus  OR  statue of Helios 

 Part 4 

 Ephesus (EFF-uh-sis) 

  ANSWER: temple of Artemis  (prompt for more information on “temple”) 

 Part 5 

 Halicarnassus (hal-uh-car-NARR-sis)  

  ANSWER: mausoleum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 29 

A headline in September 2016 said “The Bankruptcy of a Company You’ve Never Heard Of May Make 

Christmas More Expensive”.  The business in question was a South Korean company called Hanjin.  For ten 

points, what is Hanjin’s primary business? 

 ANSWER:  shipping 

 

Bonus 29 

You may want to write down notes on this question.  Consider these events:  being dealt a royal flush in poker, 

filling out a perfect March Madness bracket, winning the Powerball jackpot, being struck by lightning, and dying 

in a plane crash.  Now answer these questions. 

 Part 1 

 For five points, which of these events is the most likely? 

  ANSWER:  being struck by lightning 

 Part 2 

 For five points, which of these events is the least likely? 

  ANSWER:  filling out a perfect March Madness bracket  (accept similar answers) 

 Part 3 

 Now, for fifteen points—all or nothing—place the other events (being dealt a royal flush in poker, 

winning the Powerball jackpot, and dying in a plane crash) in order from most likely to least likely. 

  ANSWER:  being dealt a royal flush in poker, dying in a plane crash, AND winning  

   Powerball  (must be in order for a correct answer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 30 

Suppose you are playing a tennis game, and the score is tied at 15—all.  You win the next point.  For ten 

points, what score should you announce after you win that point? 

 ANSWER:  30 – 15  

 

Bonus 30 

For five points each, give the names for these specific animals. 

Part 1 

 a male pig 

  ANSWER:  boar 

 Part 2 

 a male duck 

  ANSWER:  drake 

 Part 3 

 a female fox 

  ANSWER:  vixen 

 Part 4 

 a female bear 

  ANSWER:  sow 

 Part 5 

 a female sheep 

  ANSWER:  ewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 31 

The average telecast of a National Football League game lasts 3 hours and 12 minutes, and the clock is on for 

exactly one hour of that time.  For ten points, according to a 2013 study, within three minutes either way, how 

many minutes is the ball actually in play in an average NFL game. 

 ANSWER:  11  minutes  (accept 8 to 14) 

 

Bonus 31 

For five points each, spell these words on the Oxford American Dictionary’s list of the one hundred most 

frequently misspelled words. 

 Part 1 

 embarrass – as in “Don’t embarrass yourself by misspelling words.” 

  ANSWER:  E – M – B – A – R – R – A – S – S  

 Part 2 

 recommend – as in “I would recommend you look it up in the dictionary.” 

  ANSWER:  R – E – C – O – M – M – E – N – D  

 Part 3 

 pronunciation – as in “She knew the pronunciation, but she couldn’t spell the word.” 

  ANSWER:  P – R – O – N – U – N – C – I – A – T – I – O – N  

 Part 4 

 occurrence – as in “The occurrence of spelling errors is far too common.” 

  ANSWER:  O – C – C – U – R – R – E – N – C – E  

 Part 5 

 ecstasy – as in “He was in ecstasy when he spelled the word correctly.” 

  ANSWER:  E – C – S – T – A – S – Y  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 32 

The letter “Q” does not currently appear in the Periodic Table of elements.  It did appear briefly, though, until 

Element #114 was renamed flerovium (fluh-RO-vee-um).  There is another English letter, though, that never 

has appeared and likely never will appear in the Periodic Table.  For ten points, give that letter. 

 ANSWER: J 

 

Bonus 32 

For five points each, identify these real-life companies that began as fictional names. 

 Part 1 

 hotel chain that was the title of the movie where the song “White Christmas” first debuted  

  ANSWER:  Holiday Inn 

 Part 2 

 candy company owned by Quaker Oats that takes its name from a character in a Roald Dahl book 

  ANSWER:  Willy Wonka 

 Part 3 

 product from The Simpsons that is one of the best-selling alcoholic beverages in Chile 

  ANSWER:  Duff beer 

 Part 4 

 restaurant chain based on a character from the movie Forest Gump 

  ANSWER:  Bubba Gump Shrimp Company 

 Part 5 

 brand of marshmallows licensed from the movie Ghostbusters 

  ANSWER:  Stay-Puft 

 

(Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  State Capitals 

I will name two major cities in each of ten U.S. states.  For ten points each, you name the capital city of each 

state.  For example, if I said “Buffalo and New York City”, you would say “Albany”. 

 Question 1 

 Reno and Las Vegas 

  ANSWER:  Carson City 

 Question 2 

 Portland and Eugene 

  ANSWER:  Salem 

 Question 3 

 San Diego and Los Angeles 

 ANSWER:  Sacramento 

 Question 4 

 Patterson and Newark  

  ANSWER:  Trenton 

 Question 5 

 Norfolk and Alexandria 

  ANSWER:  Richmond 

 Question 6 

 Cincinnati and Akron 

  ANSWER:  Columbus 

 Question 7 

 Detroit and Grand Rapids 

  ANSWER:  Lansing 

 Question 8 

Spokane (spoke-CAN) and Seattle 

  ANSWER:  Olympia 

 Question 9 

Gary and South Bend 

  ANSWER:  Indianapolis 

 Question 10 

 Birmingham and Mobile 

  ANSWER:  Montgomery 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  Global Spelling 

I will name ten countries of the world.  For ten points each, you give the correct spelling of the English name of 

each country.  For example, if I said “Canada”, you would say “C – A – N – A – D – A”. 

 Question 1 

 Seychelles (say-SHELLS) 

  ANSWER:  S – E – Y – C – H – E – L – L – E – S  

 Question 2 

 Djibouti (ju-BOOT-ee) 

  ANSWER:  D – J – I – B – O – U – T – I  

 Question 3 

 Kyrgyzstan  (KEER-jiss–tan) 

  ANSWER:  K – Y – R – G – Y – Z – S – T – A – N  

 Question 4 

 Uzbekistan (ooze-BECK-iss-tan) 

  ANSWER:  U – Z – B – E – K – I – S – T – A – N  

 Question 5 

 Mozambique 

  ANSWER:  M – O – Z – A – M – B – I – Q – U – E  

 Question 6 

 Liechtenstein  

  ANSWER:  L – I – E – C – H – T – E – N – S – T – E – I – N  

 Question 7 

 Eritrea (air-uh-TREE-uh) 

  ANSWER:  E – R – I – T – R – E – A  

 Question 8 

 Guinea (hard “g” sound … GINN-ee) 

  ANSWER:  G – U – I – N – E – A  

 Question 9 

 Nicaragua 

  ANSWER:  N – I – C – A – R – A – G – U – A  

 Question 10 

 Rwanda (ruh-WAND-uh) 

  ANSWER:  R – W – A – N – D – A  

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  The State of Maine 

I will ask ten questions about the state of Maine.  For ten points each, you answer the questions.  For example, 

if I said, “What is the only state that borders Maine”, you would say “New Hampshire”.  

 Question 1 

 What is the second most common language spoken in Maine? 

  ANSWER:  French 

 Question 2 

 What is the largest city in Maine? 

  ANSWER:  Portland  

 Question 3 

 What is the capital of Maine?  

  ANSWER:  Augusta  

 Question 4 

 Maine used to be part of what other colony? 

  ANSWER:  Massachusetts  

 Question 5 

 Name the woman who is Maine’s senior senator. 

  ANSWER:  Susan Collins 

 Question 6 

 Spell “Maine” as in the state of Maine. 

  ANSWER:  M – A – I – N – E  

 Question 7 

 What is the only national park in Maine? 

  ANSWER:  Acadia  

 Question 8 

 Name either of the Canadian provinces that border Maine. 

  ANSWER:  New Brunswick   OR  Quebec 

 Question 9 

 How many electoral votes does Maine have? 

  ANSWER:  4  

 Question 10 

 Maine was admitted as a free state immediately before what slave state?   

  ANSWER:  Missouri 


