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Toss-Up Round 
 
Question 1 

When Michelle Obama was born, her family lived in the Parkway Gardens Homes, a public housing project on 

Chicago’s south side.  After the future first lady’s family moved out in 1965, the area gradually deteriorated into 

one of the most dangerous places in America.  On August 26, 2016 the Parkway Gardens made national news 

when Nykea Aldridge was killed by gang crossfire while she was pushing a baby carriage in front of the 

complex.  For ten points, the story was heavily featured in the media because Aldridge was the cousin of what 

Chicago Bulls player? 

 ANSWER:  Dwayne Wade 

 

 

Question 2 

Ten athletes competed on the refugee Olympic team in Rio.  Seven of them competed in running events.  For 

ten points, name either of the other two sports in which refugee Olympians competed in 2016. 

 ANSWER:  swimming  OR  judo 

 

 

Question 3 

While sushi often includes raw fish, the one essential ingredient in sushi is vinegared rice.  For ten points, what 

Japanese term refers to raw fish, served on its own or with dipping sauces? 

 ANSWER:  sashimi 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4 

This shipping route is often considered the border between Africa and Asia.  It was opened November 17, 

1869, and it reduced the journey between the Indian and Atlantic Oceans by 4,300 miles.  For ten points, name 

this waterway that is administered by Egypt. 

 ANSWER:  Suez Canal 

 

 

Question 5 

The first two hurricane names retired were removed from use in 1954.  The first began with the letter “C”, and 

the second with “H”.  One of these names would later become the name of a 1960s TV series about a maid, 

while the other was the name of the mother on TV’s The Brady Bunch.  For ten points, name either of the first 

two hurricane names to be retired. 

 ANSWER:  Carol  OR  Hazel 

 

 

Question 6 

In 2016 a food writer for the Tampa Bay Times posted on social media that August 23 was the national day 

honoring this particular type of sandwich.  While he admitted later that he completely made up the honorary 

day, the post was liked and re-tweeted, and analysis showed nationwide sales of the sandwich in August were 

more than twenty times the normal amount.  For ten points, name this pressed sandwich that includes ham, 

roast pork, Swiss cheese, pickle, and mustard. 

 ANSWER:  Cuban sandwich  OR  cubano 

 

 

Question 7 

While this song is popular at Christmas, it is actually depicts an event that it said to have happened on 

December 26.   In modern times, the king’s name would be translated from Czech as Vaclav, but the song 

uses a traditional three-syllable translation of the name.  For ten points, name this song which tells of a 

Bohemian monarch’s good deeds toward the poor on the Feast of Stephen. 

 ANSWER:  “Good King Wenceslas” 

 

 

Question 8 

This author’s first book was Tales of the South Pacific.  Among his other books are Hawaii, The Source, 

Legacy, Centennial, Texas, and Miracle in Seville.  For ten points, name this Pulitzer prize-winning American 

author whose memoir was called The World Is My Home. 

 ANSWER:  James A. Michener 

 



Question 9 

Another of James Michener’s well-known books is Caravans.  For ten points, Caravans is a book of historical 

fiction set shortly after World War II in what landlocked Asian country? 

 ANSWER:  Afghanistan 

 

 

Question 10 

This Asian country became the first in the world to ban plastic bags in 2002.  It did so because bags had been 

spread throughout the countryside by frequent flooding.  For ten points, name this mostly Moslem country that 

borders India and Myanmar. 

 ANSWER:  Bangladesh 

 

 

Question 11 

While he never said he lied, he apologized for “over-exaggerating” his account of events.  For ten points, name 

this athlete who fled Rio, while his teammates were detained by police for questioning in regard to a report of 

robbery that was later reported to mostly involve vandalism. 

 ANSWER:  Ryan Lochte 

 

 

Question 12 

The Louisiana Purchase included lands west of the Mississippi that drained into that river.  This included parts 

of fifteen modern-day states.  The easternmost point in the Louisiana Purchase is found today in the state of 

Arkansas.  For ten points, in what modern-day state would you find the westernmost point in the Louisiana 

Purchase. 

 ANSWER:  Montana 

 

 

Question 13 

Copper is the primary component of the U.S. nickel, dime, quarter, half-dollar, and dollar coins.  For ten points, 

what metal makes up 97.5% of the U.S. penny? 

 ANSWER:  zinc 

 

 

Question 14 

This 1968 Olympic gold medal winner is probably the best-known high jumper ever.  His back-first method 

revolutionized that sport.  For ten points, name this athlete who is known for the “flop” technique he created. 

 ANSWER:  Dick Fosbury 



Question 15 

 Auschwitz was one of the most notorious Nazi concentration camps.  For ten points, spell Auschwitz. 

 ANSWER:  A – U – S – C- H – W – I – T – Z  

 

 

Question 16 

In 2019 this team will occupy the most expensive stadium ever built.  This $2.6 billion facility is being built on 

the site of a former Wal-Mart in the suburb of Inglewood, California.  City of Champions Stadium will be 

occupied by a team that was originally founded in Cleveland, moved to the West Coast, and was located in St. 

Louis from 1995 to 2015.  For ten points, name this NFL team. 

 ANSWER:  Los Angeles Rams 

 

 

Question 17 

With about 1,500,000 people, this Texas city is the seventh largest in the United States.  With about 900,000 

residents of Mexican origin, it is the largest city in America with a Hispanic majority.  For ten points, name this 

city that draws 20 million tourists a year to see the River Walk and colonial missions including the Alamo.  

 ANSWER:  San Antonio 

 

 

Question 18 

Before she ran for President, Carly Fiorina was the first woman to head one of Fortune magazine’s top twenty 

companies.  For ten points, Fiorina was the CEO of what technology giant? 

 ANSWER:  Hewlett—Packard  

 

 

Question 19 

The name of this organization means “Party of God” in Arabic.  It was founded in 1982 after Israel invaded 

Lebanon.  While it is generally classified as an Islamic extremist group, it has deployed its own forces in Syria 

to fight ISIS.  For ten points, name this group.    

 ANSWER:  Hezbollah  OR  Hizballah 

 

 

Question 20 

For ten points, name the British ocean liner that was sunk by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland on 

May 7, 1915. 

 ANSWER:  RMS Lusitania 

 



Question 21 

For ten points, foreshadowing better relations, what country did Pope Francis visit on his way to the United 

States in 2015?  

 ANSWER:  Cuba 

 

 

Question 22 

Non-Euclidean geometry looks at the properties of objects on surfaces other than flat planes.  For ten points, if 

a triangle is formed from segments of the great circles of a sphere, what must be true about the sum of the 

angles of that triangle? 

 ANSWER:  the angles will add up to more than 180o  (accept similar answers) 

 

 

Question 23 

He became a Jesuit novice and studied to become a priest before leaving the order and becoming the 

boyfriend of several high-profile women including rock star Linda Ronstadt.  His first political position was on 

the Board of Community Colleges of Los Angeles, and he later served as Mayor of Oakland, California 

Secretary of State, and Attorney General of California.  For ten points, name this Democrat who served as 

California governor from 1975 – 1983 and again from 2011 to present. 

 ANSWER:  Jerry Brown 

 

 

Question 24 

For ten points, what Republican, best known as an actor, served between Jerry Brown’s two sessions as 

California governor? 

 ANSWER:  Arnold Schwarzenegger  

 

 

Question 25 

This eleven-letter word describes a musical instrument whose music is notated at a different pitch than it 

actually sounds.  For instance, when the note written as “C” is played on an E-flat saxophone, the note that is 

actually heard is E-flat above that C.  For ten points, what word describes this type of musical instrument. 

 ANSWER:  transposing 

 

 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 

 

 



Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

Franklin, Washington, Chester, and Marion are the runners-up, but this town name is the most common among 

post offices in America.  Twenty-five states, including Iowa, have post offices in towns with this name.  Most of 

these places were named after an 18th Century governor of New York who also served as the fourth U.S. Vice 

President.  None of them was named after a 20th Century President.  For ten points, give the town name of 

more post offices than any other.  

 ANSWER:  Clinton 

 

Bonus 26 

For five points each, identify the state in which you would find each of these record-setting post offices. 

 Part 1 

 ZIP-code 80420 … the highest post office at 10,578 feet 

  ANSWER:  Colorado (in the town of Alma) 

 Part 2 

 ZIP-code 99723 … the northernmost post office, at 71.3 degrees north latitude 

  ANSWER:  Alaska (in the town of Barrow) 

 Part 3 

 ZIP-code 92328 … the lowest, hottest, and driest post office, which is below sea level 

  ANSWER:  California (in Death Valley) 

 Part 4 

 ZIP-code 96746 … the wettest post office 

  ANSWER:  Hawaii (in the town of Kaapa) 

 Part 5 

 ZIP-code 10099 … the largest post office 

  ANSWER:  New York (City) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 27 

There are two canonized Roman Catholic saints represented in the National Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol.  

One is honored by the state of California, and the other by Hawaii.  For ten points, name either of the saints 

found in National Statuary Hall. 

 ANSWER:  St. Damien of Molokai  OR  St. Junipero Serra  (accept either “Junipero” or “Serra”) 

 

Bonus 27 

For five points each, tell the verb that precedes each of these objects in the Preamble of the United States 

Constitution. 

 Part 1 

 domestic tranquility 

  ANSWER:  ensure 

 Part 2 

 the general welfare 

  ANSWER:  promote 

 Part 3 

 justice  

  ANSWER:  establish 

 Part 4 

 the common defense 

  ANSWER:  provide (for) 

 Part 5 

 the blessings of liberty 

  ANSWER:  secure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

Blockbuster Video was offered the opportunity to buy this company in the year 2000 for $50 million.  They 

probably should have taken the offer, because the company today has $10 billion in assets, while Blockbuster 

ended up declaring bankruptcy.  For ten points, name this internet-based company that rendered traditional 

video stores obsolete. 

 ANSWER:  Netflix 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, identify these companies given their former names. 

 Part 1 

 Japanese electronics and imaging company formerly called Precision Optical Industry 

  ANSWER:   Canon  

 Part 2 

 Restaurant chain formerly called Pete’s Super Submarines 

  ANSWER: Subway 

 Part 3 

 Internet company formerly called Back Rub 

  ANSWER: Google  OR  Alphabet 

 Part 4 

 Shoe and sporting goods company formerly called Blue Ribbon Sports 

  ANSWER: Nike 

 Part 5 

 Manufacturer of household cleaning products formerly called Electro-Alkaline Company  

  ANSWER: Clorox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 29 

In 2011 apple slices replaced French fries as the default side dish in McDonalds happy meals.  The Happy 

meal will celebrate a milestone anniversary in 2017.  For ten points, in what year did McDonalds first introduce 

happy meals? 

 ANSWER:  1977 

 

Bonus 29 

For five points each, identify these countries that have more McDonalds than any other countries on earth. 

 Part 1 

 With 2,975 locations, this Asian nation has more McDonalds than any country outside the United 

States. 

  ANSWER:  Japan 

 Part 2 

 With 1,477 locations, this country has the most McDonalds of any country in Europe. 

  ANSWER:  Germany 

 Part 3 

 With 812 locations, this country has the most McDonalds in Latin America. 

  ANSWER:  Brazil 

 Part 4 

 With 496 locations, this country has the most McDonalds of any country where Spanish is an official 

language. 

  ANSWER:  Spain 

 Part 5 

 None of the 312 McDonalds locations in this country serves beef. 

  ANSWER:  India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 30 

For ten points, Paul Ryan took over as Speaker of the House after the resignation of what other Republican? 

 ANSWER:  John Boehner 

 

Bonus 30 

For five points each, identify these people who were Supreme Court firsts. 

Part 1 

 Who was the first Jewish person appointed to the United States Supreme Court? 

  ANSWER:  Louis Brandeis 

 Part 2 

 Who was the first African American appointed to the United States Supreme Court? 

  ANSWER:  Thurgood Marshall 

 Part 3 

 Who was the first woman to be appointed to the United States Supreme Court? 

  ANSWER:  Sandra Day O’Conner 

 Part 4 

 Who was the first Hispanic American to be appointed to the United States Supreme Court? 

  ANSWER:  Sonia Sotomayor 

 Part 5 

 Who was the first Italian American to be appointed to the United States Supreme Court? 

 ANSWER:  Antonin Scalia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 31 

There are only three U.S. states where voters who identify as “liberal” outnumber those who identify as 

“conservative”.  Two of those are Rhode Island and Massachusetts.  There is only one state, though, where an 

actual majority of voters identify as “liberal”, as opposed to “conservative” or “moderate”.  For ten points, name 

this state, the home of Bernie Sanders. 

 ANSWER:  Vermont 

 

Bonus 31 

Athletes from five countries that competed in the 2016 Olympics in Rio won their country’s first ever medal, and 

those medals were gold.  For five points each, identify these countries. 

 Part 1 

 This Asian city-state won gold when Joseph Schooling beat Michael Phelps in the 100-meter butterfly. 

  ANSWER:  Singapore 

 Part 2 

 This south Pacific nation beat Great Britain to take gold in rugby. 

  ANSWER:  Fiji 

 Part 3 

 This disputed territory that borders Albania, Montenegro, Macedonia, and Serbia won gold in women’s 

judo. 

  ANSWER:  Kosovo 

 Part 4 

 This commonwealth whose residents are U.S. citizens won gold in women’s tennis. 

  ANSWER:  Puerto Rico 

 Part 5 

 This country where John McCain was imprisoned won gold in air rifle. 

  ANSWER:  Vietnam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 32 

Throughout its more than 600 episodes, the opening credits of The Simpsons have always featured three 

distinct elements that change from week to week.  For ten points, identify the three ever-changing elements in 

the opening credits for The Simpsons. 

 ANSWER: what Bart writes on the chalkboard 

   the solo Lisa plays on her saxophone 

   the “couch gag” – how the family sits on their couch 

    (Accept similar answers – all three parts necessary for a correct answer.) 

 

Bonus 32 

For five points each, identify the shape of the graph of each of these equations. 

 Part 1 

 1
2516

22


yx

 … x-squared over 16 plus y-squared over 25 equals 1 

  ANSWER:  ellipse 

 Part 2 

 1243  yx  

  ANSWER:  line 

 Part 3 

 1
49

22


xy

 … y-squared over 9 minus x-squared over 4 equals 1 

  ANSWER:  hyperbola 

 Part 4 

 3622  yx  … x-squared plus y-squared equals 36 

  ANSWER:  circle 

 Part 5 

 12  xy  … y equals x-squared minus 1 

  ANSWER:  parabola 

 

(Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  The Year 2006 

For ten points each, answer these questions about events that happened in the year 2006.  For example, if I 

said “What former Beatle, who wrote the song ‘When I’m Sixty-Four’” turned 64”, you would say “Paul 

McCartney”. 

 Question 1 

 The winter Olympics were held in what Italian city? 

  ANSWER:  Turin  OR  Torino 

 Question 2 

 What Iraqi president was executed? 

  ANSWER:  Saddam Hussein 

 Question 3 

 NASA launched the New Horizons spacecraft on a nine-year trip to what body? 

 ANSWER:  Pluto 

 Question 4 

 What cell phone-oriented social media site was first launched in 2006? 

  ANSWER:  Twitter 

 Question 5 

  What Qatar (COTT-ar)-based TV network launched its English language news service? 

  ANSWER:  Al Jazeera 

 Question 6 

 The population of the United States passed what milestone for the first time. 

  ANSWER:  300 million 

 Question 7 

 Commuter trains were bombed in what city in western India? 

  ANSWER:  Mumbai 

 Question 8 

 What were the name and number of the Pope in 2006? 

  ANSWER:  Benedict XVI (the sixteenth) 

 Question 9 

 What singer had #1 hits with “My Love” and “Sexy Back”? 

  ANSWER:  Justin Timberlake 

 Question 10 

 This TV movie with Zac Efron was Disney Channel’s most watched show ever. 

  ANSWER:  High School Musical 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  Places with Hispanic Majorities 

I will name ten groups of three towns, cities, or census jurisdictions in the same state where Hispanics are the 

majority of the population.  For ten points each, you tell me in which state each group is located.  For example, 

if I said “West Liberty, Conesville, and Postville”, you would say “Iowa”. 

 Question 1 

 Douglas, Nogales, and Yuma 

  ANSWER:  Arizona 

 Question 2 

 Laredo (la-RAY-doe), Del Rio, and Brownsville 

  ANSWER:  Texas 

 Question 3 

 Sleepy Hollow, North Bay Shore, and Bronx 

  ANSWER:  New York 

 Question 4 

 Cicero, Waukegan, and Melrose Park  

  ANSWER:  Illinois 

 Question 5 

 Coral Gables, Hialeah, and Homestead 

  ANSWER:  Florida 

 Question 6 

 Holyoke, Lawrence, and Chelsea 

  ANSWER:  Massachusetts 

 Question 7 

 Fontana, Pomona, and Anaheim 

  ANSWER:  California 

 Question 8 

 Lexington, Schuyler (SKY-ler), and Crete 

  ANSWER:  Nebraska 

 Question 9 

 Jackpot, West Wendover, and Paradise 

  ANSWER:  Nevada 

 Question 10 

 Elizabeth, Patterson, and Perth Amboy 

  ANSWER:  New Jersey 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  Weirdly-Spelled Words 

I will say ten words on Mental Floss magazine’s list of the eleven most weirdly-spelled English words and use 

each briefly in a sentence.  For ten points each, you spell the words.  For example, if I said “jeopardy – I love 

watching Jeopardy!  on TV”, you would say “J – E – O – P – A – R – D – Y”.  

 Question 1 

 thought – I haven’t really thought about it. 

  ANSWER:  T – H – O – U – G – H – T  

 Question 2 

 knead – You have to kneed the bread dough. 

  ANSWER:  K – N – E – A – D  

 Question 3 

 Wednesday – Wednesday is the day after Tuesday.  

  ANSWER:  W – E – D – N – E – S – D – A – Y  

 Question 4 

 February – February comes before March. 

  ANSWER:  F – E – B – R – U – A – R – Y  

 Question 5 

 receipt – Keep your receipt if you want a refund. 

  ANSWER:  R – E – C – E – I – P – T  

 Question 6 

 island – Manhattan is an island. 

  ANSWER:  I – S – L – A – N – D  

 Question 7 

 asthma – She uses an inhaler for asthma. 

  ANSWER:  A – S – T – H – M – A  

 Question 8 

 colonel – His dad is a colonel in the Army. 

  ANSWER:  C – O – L – O – N – E – L  

 Question 9 

 hors d’oeuvres (or-DURVZ) – We enjoyed hors d’oeuvres before dinner. 

  ANSWER:  H – O – R – S (space) – D – apostrophe – O – E – U – V – R – E – S  

 Question 10 

 zucchini – Aunt Mary made us zucchini bread.   

  ANSWER:  Z – U – C – C – H – I – N – I 


