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Toss-Up Round 
 

Question 1 

The Salvadoran version of this food is typically wrapped in banana leaves, while the Mexican version is 

typically wrapped in corn husks.  For ten points, name this dish consisting of steamed masa dough with 

flavorful fillings. 

 ANSWER:  tamale(s)  OR  tamal 

 

 

Question 2 

The longest traffic jam in history occurred in August 2010 on Expressway 110 in China.  The traffic jam 

extended for about 63 miles.  How long of a time period were cars stuck in this traffic jam?  For ten points, did 

it last 6 hours, 2 days, 5 days, or 12 days? 

 ANSWER:  12 days 

 

 

Question 3 

Modern media has come slowly to this landlocked kingdom.  The country’s first radio broadcasts didn’t happen 

until 1973, and in 1999 it became the last place on earth to get television.  By 2016 only 4% of the country was 

connected to the internet.  In spite of this, the country frequently tops lists of the happiest places on earth.  For 

ten points, name this Himalayan nation, whose capital is Thimphu (tim-POO). 

 ANSWER:  Bhutan 

 

 

Question 4 

After she graduated from law school in 1952, forty different firms refused her applications for employment, 

most saying directly that this was because she was a woman.  She eventually married another lawyer and 

entered legal practice with him. She became a respected lawyer and eventually was appointed Assistant 

Attorney General of Arizona.  For ten points, name this woman who then became the first woman to serve on 

the Supreme Court of the United States. 

 ANSWER:  Sandra Day O’Connor 



Question 5 

The name of this food comes from a Spanish word meaning “little pod”.  It comes from a species of orchid and 

was originally cultivated in what is now Veracruz, Mexico.  Today the largest supplier is Madagascar, and it 

grows in more than fifty countries worldwide.  For ten points, name this food, which is both one of the most 

expensive and one of the most commonly used flavorings.  

 ANSWER:  vanilla 

 

 

Question 6 

This company was founded by a former special teams captain of the University of Maryland football team who 

was tired of changing out sweat-soaked undershirts.  He began by selling moisture-wicking garments and 

gradually expanded into all types of sports apparel and shoes.  For ten points, name this company whose 

biggest endorsement deal is with Stephen (STEF-un) Curry. 

 ANSWER:  Under Armour 

 

 

Question 7 

For ten points, in what year did the U.S. Mint issue a quarter that featured a drummer, a dollar coin that 

featured the Liberty Bell and the moon, and a fifty cent piece that featured Independence Hall? 

 ANSWER:  1976  (Also acceptable is 1975, as the coins were minted in both years, though all said  

   “1776 – 1976” as their date.) 

 

 

Question 8 

Though its land had been claimed by two other states, this U.S. state officially broke away from Quebec after 

the United States declared independence in 1776.  It fought alongside the United States during the American 

Revolution but it did not actually join the union until 1791.  For ten points, name this fourteenth state.    

 ANSWER:  Vermont 

 

 

Question 9 

Besides Vermont, three other U.S. states were independent republics for various lengths of time at some point 

in their history.  For ten points, name any two of them. 

 ANSWER:  Texas, California, Hawaii  (any two constitute a correct answer) 

 

 

 

 



Question 10 

This construction and design toy is celebrating its hundredth anniversary in 2018.  It was developed and 

patented by John Lloyd Wright, who said the toy was based on his father Frank Lloyd Wright’s design of the 

Imperial Hotel in Tokyo.  It was installed in the Toy Hall of Fame in 1999.  For ten points, name this toy, which 

was originally marketed as “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”. 

ANSWER:  Lincoln Logs 

 

 

Question 11 

“None of us is free until we are all free.”  This is a quote from 19th Century poet Emma Lazarus.  For ten points, 

Lazarus is better known for a short poem called “The New Colossus” that was written for the dedication of what 

object? 

 ANSWER:  Statue of Liberty  OR  Liberty Enlightening the World 

 

 

Question 12 

“What progress we are making.  In the Middle Ages they would have burned me.  Now they are content with 

burning my books.”  For ten points, these are the words of what Austrian doctor known best for his 

contributions to psychiatry. 

 ANSWER:  Sigmund Freud 

 

 

Question 13 

For ten points, after recent developments in the United States and Russia, many global experts have said that 

what woman is currently the de facto leader of the free world? 

 ANSWER:  Angela Merkel 

 

 

Question 14 

In August 2018 a special on PBS honored a 96-year-old actress who has been called the “first lady of 

television”.  She began her career by doing commercial voiceovers in the 1940s, and she is best known for 

roles in The Mary Tyler Moore Show, The Golden Girls, Hot in Cleveland, and more than two dozen different 

game shows.  For ten points, name this actress.  

 ANSWER:  Betty White 

 

 

 



Question 15 

While you might expect it to be older, in fact the symbol for this fundamental mathematical relationship was first 

used in 1557 by Welsh mathematician Robert Recorde.  In the introduction to his most important book, 

Recorde states that to avoid endless repetition of words, he will use “twin parallel lines, identical in magnitude” 

to refer to this relationship.  For ten points, what symbol did Recorde invent? 

 ANSWER:  equal(s) sign  OR  equality 

 

 

Question 16 

Mount Terror is a shield volcano that is the second highest mountain on this continent.  It was discovered Sir 

James Clark Ross and is located on an island in a sea named for him.  For ten points, on what continent would 

you find Mount Terror? 

 ANSWER:  Antarctica 

 

 

Question 17 

This fictional character has appeared in more than 100 commercials since 2008.  The character is portrayed by 

comedian Stephanie Courtney and is known for her retro hairstyle, heavy make-up, and upbeat personality.  

For ten points, name this fictional character who represents Progressive Insurance. 

 ANSWER:  Flo 

 

 

Question 18 

In the RGB color model, complementary colors will yield white light.  For ten points, what color is the 

complement of yellow in the RGB model? 

 ANSWER:  blue 

 

 

Question 19 

In August 2018 Fox News was criticized for mistakenly using a photo of disco star Patti Labelle during a tribute 

to what “queen of soul” who died that month? 

 ANSWER:  Aretha Franklin 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 20 

This amendment, which was adopted in 1868 grants citizenship to everyone born in the United States, 

effectively overturning the Dred Scott decision.  The amendment also extends the Bill of Rights to the states, 

rather than just the federal government.  For ten points, what is the number of this amendment. 

 ANSWER:  14(th) 

 

 

Question 21 

Bowing to pressure from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, in 2018 Nabisco redesigned the 

packaging for what snack food that has shown a caged circus wagon on its package for the past 116 years. 

 ANSWER:  Barnum’s animal crackers (The brand is not necessary for a correct answer.) 

 

 

Question 22 

For ten points, what part of speech is the first occurrence of the word “is” in the sentence “’Is’ is a verb.” 

 ANSWER:  noun 

 

 

Question 23 

(READ SLOWLY.  NO ADDITIONAL TIME IS GIVEN FOR CALCULATION.)  A pair of shoes originally cost 

$100.  The shoes were first discounted 40%.  Then an additional 25% was taken off the sale price.  Finally the 

shoes were put on clearance at 50% off the lowest price.  For ten points, what was the clearance price of the 

shoes?   

 ANSWER:  $22.50 

  (The price went from $100 to $60 to $45 to $22.50.) 

 

 

Question 24 

Spell the word that means the amount a customer has to pay out of pocket before insurance will pay for a loss.  

For ten points, spell deductible. 

 ANSWER:  D – E – D – U – C – T – I – B – L – E  

 

 

Question 25 

This Nobel Peace Prize winner and former Secretary General of the United States died in August 2018.  For 

ten points, name this diplomat whose native country was Ghana. 

 ANSWER:  Kofi Annan 

(Continue to the bonus round.) 



Bonus Round 
 

(Each correctly answered toss-up earns the team the right to answer the corresponding bonus.) 

 

Toss-Up 26 

Cathay Pacific Airlines serves thirty-nine different destinations around the world.  However the airline’s name 

includes the word “Cathay”, which is a former name of the primary country it serves.  For ten points, what 

modern country was once called Cathay? 

 ANSWER:  China 

   (Cathay Pacific is the flag carrier of Hong Kong.) 

 

Bonus 26 

Only seven U.S. states have ever been represented by African—Americans in the United States Senate.  For 

five points each, answer these questions about those states. 

 Part 1 

 This state has had three black Senators, the most of any state.  All of them have served since 1993.  

Name the state. 

  ANSWER:  Illinois 

 Part 2 

 The first two black Senators were both Republicans who represented this state in the Reconstruction 

era.  The state has not had a black senator since 1881.  Name the state. 

  ANSWER:  Mississippi 

 Part 3 

 The only black woman currently in the Senate is Kamala Harris.  She represents what state? 

  ANSWER:  California 

 Part 4 

 The only currently serving Republican senator who is African—American is Tim Scott.  He represents 

what southern state, whose other senator is Lindsay Graham? 

  ANSWER:  South Carolina 

 Part 5 

 The shortest serving black senator was Mo Cowan.  He was appointed after John Kerry left the Senate 

to become Secretary of State and served just 5½ months.  What state did Cowan represent? 

  ANSWER:  Massachusetts 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 27 

For ten points, according to official company documents, which of these was the reason Kentucky Fried 

Chicken officially changed its name to KFC in 1991? 

 The food they served could not legally be called chicken. 

 They wanted to project a healthier image by avoiding the word “fried”. 

 The State of Kentucky trademarked the word “Kentucky” and insisted on being paid royalties if the 

restaurant used it in their name. 

 ANSWER:  The State of Kentucky trademarked the word “Kentucky” and insisted on being paid  

  royalties if the restaurant used it in their name. 

   (Accept abbreviated answers.) 

   (Note:  At the same time the Kentucky Derby legally changed their name to “Run for the 

    Roses”.) 

Bonus 27 

Most people know that China and India are the two largest countries in the world by population.  For five points 

each, name any five of the next seven most populous countries in the world, as of July 2018, according to the 

United Nations. 

  ANSWER: United States  (5 points each, for up to five correct answers) 

    Indonesia 

    Brazil 

    Pakistan 

    Nigeria 

    Bangladesh 

    Russia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

This state has the lowest student test scores in the country.  However, they can console themselves by 

knowing they have won sixteen national championships in college football.  For ten points, name the state.  

 ANSWER:  Alabama 

 

Bonus 28 

For five points each, identify these states that are the best or worst at different things. 

 Part 1 

 This small state has been called “America’s most boring state.”  However, more than 60% of Fortune 

500 companies are incorporated there. 

  ANSWER:  Delaware 

 Part 2 

 This state has the lowest voter participation, at just 39%.  However, more than 1,000 people a day 

move to this state, more than any other. 

  ANSWER:  Texas 

 Part 3 

 This state has the most equality between blacks and whites in terms of income and education.  

However, it is also has the highest obesity rate in America. 

  ANSWER:  West Virginia 

 Part 4 

 This state has the longest life expectancy of any state, but it is also has the highest cost of living. 

  ANSWER:  Hawaii 

 Part 5 

 This state has the highest rate of church attendance, but it also has the most skin cancer diagnoses per 

capita. 

  ANSWER:  Utah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 29 

Nobel prizes are awarded in six different fields.  For ten points, name any five of the fields in which Nobel 

prizes are awarded. 

 ANSWER: chemistry (must have 5 responses for a correct answer) 

   economics  OR  economic sciences 

   literature 

   medicine  OR  physiology 

   peace 

   physics 

 

Bonus 29 

For five points each, identify these American cities that are named after places in Europe. 

 Part 1 

 A city in Massachusetts with 600,000 people was named after a British port town with 30,000 people. 

  ANSWER:  Boston 

 Part 2 

 This town of 8,000 in Vermont was named after France’s seventh largest city, which has 275,000 

people. 

  ANSWER:  Montpelier 

 Part 3 

 The largest cities in states on both the east and west coasts have 65,000 and 650,000 people.  They 

were named after an island in the English Channel that has a population of 12,000. 

  ANSWER:  Portland 

 Part 4 

 A city in Idaho with a population of 23,000 was named after a city in Russia that is home to 13 million 

people.  

  ANSWER:  Moscow 

 Part 5  

 Places in twenty-five states are named after a Belgian city of 30,000 people.  The largest of these is a  

 city in Iowa with about 65,000 people. 

  ANSWER:  Waterloo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 30 

Over the past sixty-three years, this restaurant chain’s slogans have included “the closest thing to home”, “We 

do it all for you”, “It’s a good time for the great taste”, “You deserve a break today”, and “I’m lovin’ it.”  For ten 

points, name this company that also used the slogan “Look for the golden arches”. 

 ANSWER:  McDonalds 

 

Bonus 30 

McDonalds is one of the ten largest private employers in the United States.  For five points each, answer these 

questions about America’s other largest employers. 

 Part 1 

 What company is the largest private employer in the U.S.A., with 2,300,000 employees? 

  ANSWER:  Wal-Mart 

 Part 2 

 The second largest private employer has been a favorite target of President Trump.  Name this 

company. 

  ANSWER:  Amazon(.com) 

 Part 3 

 Two of the ten largest private employers in America are delivery companies.  Name both of them. 

  ANSWER:  FedEx  AND  UPS  (both required for five points) 

 Part 4 

 One of the largest employers is a technology company that has been in business for nearly a century.  

Name that company. 

  ANSWER:  IBM 

 Part 5 

 One of the largest American employers is Yum Brands.  Yum owns four major fast food restaurant 

chains.  Name any three of those restaurants. 

  ANSWER: KFC  (3 required for five points) 

    Pizza Hut 

    Taco Bell 

    Wing Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 31 

The Horsehead Nebula lies in this constellation, whose most prominent stars include Rigel (RYE-jul) and 

Betelgeuse (BEE-tul-juice).  For ten points, name this constellation in the shape of a hunter wearing a belt. 

 ANSWER:  Orion 

 

Bonus 31 

Answer these questions about the city of Rome. 

Part 1 

 For five points each, name the legendary twins who are said to have founded the city of Rome 

  ANSWER:  Romulus  AND  Remus  (5 points each) 

 Part 2 

 While archaeological evidence shows Rome has been settled for about 14,000 years, the official 

founding myth dates the founding to much more recent times.  For five points, according to the myth, 

did Romulus and Remus found Rome approximately 1800, 2800, 3800, or 4800 years ago?   

  ANSWER:  2800  (specifically, in the year 753 B.C.) 

 Part 3 

 Rome lies near the mouth of Italy’s longest river.  For five points, name that river.   

  ANSWER:  Tiber River 

 Part 4 

 One of the oldest buildings in Rome was built during the reign of Caesar Augustus and has a name 

meaning it is a temple to all gods.  For five points, name that building. 

  ANSWER:  Pantheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 32 

A rule agreed to early in this book is that only the person holding a conch shell may talk during group meetings.  

Major characters include Ralph, Jack, Simon, and Piggy.  For ten points, name this William Golding novel 

about boys stranded on an island after a plane crash.  

 ANSWER:  Lord of the Flies 

 

Bonus 32 

For five points each, identify these 2017 movies. 

Part 1 

 This film rebooted a franchise that first began with a 1933 film.  Give the full name of this this movie that 

features a giant ape. 

  ANSWER:  Kong:  Skull Island  (Note:  “King” is not part of the title.) 

 Part 2 

 This film depicts the evacuation of a town in northern France during World War II. 

  ANSWER:  Dunkirk 

 Part 3 

 In this live-action remake of a 1991 Disney film a French girl fends off the advances of Gaston. 

  ANSWER:  Beauty and the Beast 

 Part 4 

 This supernatural horror film was based on a Stephen King novel and has a title character also known 

as Penneywise, the Dancing Clown. 

  ANSWER:  It 

 Part 5 

 This musical with Hugh Jackman and Zac Efron was inspired by the story of P.T. Barnum 

  ANSWER:  The Greatest Showman 

 

 (Continue to the lightning round.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY A:  Genesis 1 

I will name ten things that God did according to the creation story in Genesis 1.  For ten points each, you tell 

me on which numbered “day” of creation each of those things was done.  For example, if I said “God rested” 

(which is actually in Genesis 2), you would say “Day 7” or just “7”.   Note that the same answer may be used 

more than once and that all your answers will be from 1 to 6. 

 Question 1 

 God creates dry land. 

  ANSWER:  3 

 Question 2 

 God creates the earth. 

  ANSWER:  1 

 Question 3 

 God creates man. 

  ANSWER:  6  

 Question 4 

 God creates the sun and the moon. 

  ANSWER:  4 

 Question 5 

 God creates seed-bearing plants. 

  ANSWER:  3 

 Question 6 

 God says, “Let there be light.” 

  ANSWER:  1 

 Question 7 

 God creates birds. 

  ANSWER:  5 

 Question 8 

 God creates fish and other water creatures. 

  ANSWER:  5 

 Question 9 

 God creates the sky. 

  ANSWER:  2 

 Question 10 

 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 

  ANSWER:  6 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY B:  Borrowed Words 

I will say ten English words that are borrowed from other languages, and a brief definition of each word.  For 

ten points each, you tell me the language from which each was borrowed.  For example, if I said “garage—a 

place to store your car”, you would say “French”.  Note that the same answer may be used more than once. 

 Question 1 

 entrepreneur—a self-employed businessperson 

  ANSWER:  French 

 Question 2 

 paparazzi—free-lance photographers 

  ANSWER:  Italian 

 Question 3 

 angst—a feeling of dread 

  ANSWER:  German 

 Question 4 

 tea—a hot beverage 

  ANSWER:  Chinese 

 Question 5 

 tempura—battered, deep-fried food 

  ANSWER:  Japanese 

 Question 6 

 souvenir—an item used as a memory 

  ANSWER:  French 

 Question 7 

 tornado—a wind storm 

  ANSWER:  Spanish 

 Question 8 

 mosquito—a small insect 

  ANSWER:  Spanish 

 Question 9 

 alkali—a substance with a ph value greater than 7 

  ANSWER:  Arabic 

 Question 10 

 poltergeist—a type of ghost 

  ANSWER:  German 

 

 



Lightning Round 
 

CATEGORY C:  U.S. Capitals 

I will name ten U.S. states.  For ten points each, you tell me the capital of each state.  For example, if I said 

“Georgia”, you would say “Atlanta”. 

 Question 1 

 Oregon 

  ANSWER:  Salem 

 Question 2 

 Maine 

  ANSWER:  Augusta 

 Question 3 

 North Dakota 

  ANSWER:  Bismarck 

 Question 4 

 Nevada 

  ANSWER:  Carson City 

 Question 5 

 Missouri 

  ANSWER:  Jefferson City 

 Question 6 

 Florida 

  ANSWER:  Tallahassee 

 Question 7 

 Louisiana  

  ANSWER:  Baton Rouge 

 Question 8 

 New Mexico 

  ANSWER:  Santa Fe 

 Question 9 

 Washington 

  ANSWER:  Olympia 

 Question 10 

 New Hampshire 

  ANSWER:  Concord 


