
 
 
 Thank-you for entering the 29th annual Bishop Garrigan quiz bowl tournament.  We look forward to 
seeing you on Saturday, October 19.  We expect 36 teams from 19 different schools this year: 
 

 Algona (2 teams) 

 Ankeny (1) 

 Bishop Garrigan – Algona (4) 

 Bishop Heelan – Sioux City (2) 

 Clarion Goldfield (1) 

 Eagle Grove (1) 

 Emmetsburg (2) 

 Estherville Lincoln Central (2) 

 Forest City (1) 

 Hartley Melvin Sanborn (4) 

 Newman Catholic – Mason City (2) 

 North Iowa – Buffalo Center (2) 

 North Union – Armstrong (2) 

 Sioux Central – Sioux Rapids (2) 

 South Hamilton – Jewell (1) 

 Spirit Lake (2) 

 St. Edmond – Ft. Dodge (2) 

 St. Mary’s – Storm Lake (2) 

 West Hancock – Britt (1) 

 
The schedule for the day is: 

 

 8:30 – 9:30 = Check-In (Gym Lobby) 

 9:40  = Informational Meeting (Friedmann Auditorium – Old Gym) 

 10:00 – 12:15 = Preliminary Rounds 

 12:15 – 1:15 = Lunch Break 
We do not serve food on site.  There is a Casey’s just west of the school.  McDonalds, Subway. 
Pizza Ranch, a Chinese restaurant, and a truck stop are located near the intersection of 
highways 169 and 18, about a mile west of the school.  Another Casey’s, another Subway, 
Dairy Queen, pizza, Mexican, and Chinese restaurants are also located in downtown Algona, 
about a mile southwest of the school. 

 1:15  = Play-Offs (Top 16 Teams – single elimination, with consolation game) 
 
The final round should end between 3:00 and 3:15pm.  Medals will be given to the top four teams. 
 
 If you should need to reach me on the day of the tournament, my cell phone number is 515-341-3763.  
If you have questions beforehand, feel free to e-mail me at burrowd@bishopgarrigan.org.  
 
 Our school is located in the northeast corner of Algona, 3 blocks south of highway 18 on McCoy Street.  
(Turn at Fareway.)  Parking for all vehicles is in the lot south of our gym.  For  more information on getting 
here, go to https://bggoldenbears.org/location/ . 
 
 At our tournament we play preliminary games in three-team matches.  The place (1st, 2nd, or 3rd) and 
points scored will be recorded.  In the event of ties, all teams will receive the higher place.  Playoff seeding is 
determined first by overall record and then by points scored.  Play-off games are in two-team matches.  If 
teams are tied at the end of a playoff game, there will be a sudden-death tie-breaker. 
 
 In all preliminary games, players will signal that they want to answer toss-up questions by slapping the 
desk in front of them.  In play-offs two rooms will be set up with buzzer systems.  The schedule for the 
preliminary games is randomly determined, while the play-off games follow a traditional tournament format. 
 
 Each game consists of a toss-up round (25 questions worth 10 points each), a bonus round (7 toss-ups 
worth 10 points that can be followed by bonus questions worth 25 points), and a lightning round (10 questions 
per team on the same category, worth 10 points each).  There are no “steals” and no negative points.  
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Complete rules and a brief rule summary are available on our website at http://bggoldenbears.org/qb/ .   Last 
year’s tournament questions are also available there, and you are welcome to use those for practice if you 
wish. 
 
 We remind you that each school is expected to provide at least one adult worker (usually the coach) to 
help out in the centers.  Workers will either read questions or judge which students signaled first and keep 
score.  While we try to honor your preferences for which job you want, this is not always possible.  A number of 
teachers, parents, and students from Garrigan will also be helping out at the tournament.  Note that if your 
team makes playoffs, it is possible that we might ask you to read one or two playoff rounds as well.  Rolls and 
beverages will be provided throughout the morning for coaches/workers. 
 

Please remind your students that all workers are volunteers and that of necessity their decisions must 
be final.  We attempt to treat all our guests as well as possible, and we expect good sportsmanship in return. 
 
Thanks again for your registration.  We look forward to a great day on the 19th. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David M. Burrow 
Math Instructor—Gifted and Talented Coordinator 
Bishop Garrigan High School 
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