
 

 
Bishop Garrigan High School 
1224 N. McCoy 
Algona, Iowa  50511 

 
August 2021 
  
Dear Quiz Bowl Coach, 
 
After going virtual a year ago, Bishop Garrigan plans to be back to in-person competition for our quiz bowl 
tournament in 2021.  Our 31st annual tournament will take place on Saturday, October 16, 2021.  Your school 
is invited to participate in the tournament. 
 
Again this year our format will be a modified form of that used in the National Academic Championships, with a 
tossup round, a bonus round, and a rapid-fire lightning round. Assuming numbers are similar to in the past, we 
will play three-team matches in the four preliminary rounds, with sixteen teams advancing to a standard play-
off tournament. (The format could be modified if fewer teams than usual register.)  Complete rules will be 
available on our website. 
  
Our entry fee this year is again just $25.00 per team, with up to four teams per school allowed.  Space is 
limited, so we encourage you to reserve a place for your school as soon as possible.  You may register by mail 
or by e-mail at burrowd@bishopgarrigan.org, but if you e-mail your registration, payment must follow by the 
deadline.  If writing a school check is time-consuming in your district, we encourage you to send a personal 
check and get reimbursed by your school.  Please complete the enclosed registration and return it with your 
payment as soon as possible.  In order to create a workable schedule, registrations must be received 
by FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1.  Please have your payments in by that time.  If payment requires board approval, 
please make your request now. 
  
As in the past, each school must supply at least one adult worker for the preliminary rounds of the 
tournament.  These will supplement numerous volunteers from our school and community.  While we will allow 
you to specify whether you prefer to read or judge, we can not guarantee what your duties will be.  If the past is 
any indicator, most school-supplied workers will probably serve as judges. 
  
Again, space is limited.  While this will still be a large tournament, do to changes in our building, we will be able 
to accommodate fewer teams than in the past.  I encourage you to register early.  If you have any further 
questions, feel free to leave a message for me on my cell phone (515/341-3763) or at school (515/295-
3521).  You may also e-mail me at burrowd@bishopgarrigan.org.  I will get back to you as soon as possible. 
  
Additional information, including last year’s questions (which you are free to use for practice—and double the 
usual number) is on our website at http://bggoldenbears.org/qb/. 
  
Thank-you for your interest.  I look forward to seeing you October 16. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David M. Burrow 
Gifted and Talented Coordinator 
Bishop Garrigan High School 
  
P.S.: Top of Iowa Conference schools … BGHS is once again planning to host a conference tournament.  
Our date this year will be November 13. 
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